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Sycamore Land Trust 
Planned Gift Acceptance Guidelines 

 
 

Sycamore Land Trust (Sycamore) protects southern Indiana's important natural areas and family 
farms. Sycamore is grateful for the many donors who support its mission through planned gifts 
of cash, marketable securities, real property, and other assets. 
 
The best way to ensure that your contribution will have the biggest impact on the advancement 
of land conservation in southern Indiana is by making an unrestricted planned gift. Unrestricted 
gifts allow Sycamore to exercise its best judgment regarding how the gift will be used most 
effectively to achieve the organization's conservation priorities at the time the gift is made. 
 
Cash 
Sycamore will use all cash gifts to directly support conservation in southern Indiana. This can 
include support for operations, land acquisition, stewardship, and environmental education. 
 
Marketable Securities and IRAs 
Sycamore has established and will maintain a securities account for the transfer of stock and 
marketable securities. Unless otherwise directed, Sycamore will immediately liquidate any 
donated securities and use the proceeds to support its mission. 
 
Real Property 
Sycamore will accept many types of real property gifts, including residential property, 
commercial property, and working farms and forests. We are honored by every donor who 
considers making a gift of real property. Some donated properties will best support Sycamore’s 
mission as properties for sale, with the proceeds supporting conservation. Gifts of land can only 
be definitively evaluated for permanent conservation potential at the time the gift is made, 
however, we can give donors useful guidance if we know in advance about their intention to 
make a gift of land through a will or trust. Sycamore’s commitment to properly manage, defend, 
and protect lands accepted for permanent conservation is sustained by a permanent endowment 
established for those purposes. Donors wishing to give property for permanent conservation are 
asked to provide an accompanying gift to Sycamore’s land stewardship endowment. 
 
Donors may be able to realize special tax advantages by giving appreciated land or securities, or 
naming Sycamore as an IRA beneficiary. There are some legal requirements that donors will 
need to meet in order to make a charitable gift of real estate. Sycamore staff will be happy to 
assist donors and their attorneys or other professional advisors to comply with the requirements. 
 
 
Note: Please consult with your attorney or estate planner before making any planned gift. It is 
important that you discuss your planned gift with Sycamore prior to the preparation of your 
estate plans to ensure clear understanding of your intentions and expectations. 


