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Land Protection Options

Think for a moment about the land you love: the sustenance it provides, its place at the heart of your family, 
the way of life it represents. Now ask yourself—will this place still be there in twenty years? In 100 years?

The Ewing family’s historic seven-generation Mont Clair 
Farm in Knox County has been forever protected by a  
conservation easement held by Sycamore Land Trust.

   Sycamore Land Trust is a regional nonprofit 
dedicated to protecting important natural areas and 
family farms in 26 southern Indiana counties. Using a 
personalized approach, Sycamore helps private  
landowners achieve their personal conservation goals. 
Sycamore protects land by acquiring it through dona-
tion or purchase, and also by holding conservation 
easements on privately-owned land. Conservation 
easements are legal agreements that limit harmful uses 
while allowing land to remain in private ownership. 
Among other projects, Sycamore has helped perma-
nently protect the sixth oldest family farm in the state, 
the Mont Clair Farm near Vincennes, which has been 
in the same family since 1806. It is now restricted 
from development but available for farming forever, a 
testament to both agricultural and family heritage.
   

          We’ve worked hard to do right by our animals              
           and our land. We are inspired by this very 
special place that we, our children, and our grandchil-
dren call home, and wanted to make sure that it stays 
as beautiful and healthy as it is now. The whole process 
was very personalized and we truly felt that Sycamore 
Land Trust has our best interests at heart.  
                                                         - Judy Schad

Judy and Larry Schad, owners of Capriole Farm (above), 
worked with Sycamore Land Trust to create a conservation 
easement that protects the natural values of the land, while 
allowing the Schads to continue to own and manage the 
land as a working farm.

   A variety of financial options and tax incentives are 
available to help you achieve your conservation and 
financial goals. Some techniques can result in  
significant savings in estate taxes – ensuring the 
property’s protection and helping keep it in the family. 
Other techniques reduce income or property taxes, or 
provide income to the owner. (Chart, opposite side.)

   Perhaps no asset bears as heavily on one’s heart, 
wallet, or legacy as land. If you have lived on your land 
for many years, you may have strong attachments to it. 
Your livelihood or some portion of your income may 
be tied to the land. As a landowner, you may worry 
how taxes and development pressures will affect your 
land, whether your children will be able to afford to 
keep the land, and whether future owners will take 
care of it the way you do. Sycamore Land Trust can 
help you address these concerns!



	   Summary	  of	  Conservation	  Options	   	  
Land	  protection	  option	   Description	   Results	   Income	  tax	  

benefit?*	  
Estate	  tax	  
benefit?*	  

Outright	  land	  donation	   Land	  is	  donated	  to	  Sycamore.	   Sycamore	  owns	  and	  protects	  land	  in	  
perpetuity.	  

Yes	   Yes	  

Conservation	  easement	   Legal	  agreement	  between	  a	  landowner	  
and	  Sycamore	  permanently	  limiting	  a	  
property’s	  uses.	  

Land’s	  conservation	  values	  protected.	  
Owner	  continues	  to	  own,	  use,	  live	  on	  
land,	  may	  continue	  to	  farm	  or	  timber	  
responsibly.	  May	  sell	  or	  deed	  land	  to	  
others;	  easement	  runs	  with	  the	  land.	  

Yes	   Yes	  

Donation	  of	  undivided	  
partial	  interests	  

Interests	  in	  land	  are	  donated	  to	  Sycamore	  
over	  several	  years,	  until	  Sycamore	  has	  full	  
ownership.	  

Land	  trust	  owns	  and	  protects	  land	  in	  
perpetuity.	  

Yes	   Yes	  

Donation	  of	  land	  by	  will	   Land	  is	  donated	  to	  Sycamore	  at	  death.	   Land	  trust	  owns	  and	  protects	  land	  in	  
perpetuity.	  

No	   Yes	  

Donation	  of	  remainder	  
interest	  in	  land	  with	  
reserved	  life	  estate	  

Land	  is	  donated	  to	  Sycamore,	  but	  owner	  
(or	  others	  designated)	  continue	  to	  live	  
there,	  usually	  until	  death.	  

Land	  trust	  owns	  and	  protects	  land	  in	  
perpetuity.	  

Yes	   Yes	  

Bargain	  sale	  of	  land	   Land	  is	  sold	  to	  Sycamore	  for	  a	  price	  below	  
fair	  market	  value.	  

Land	  trust	  owns	  and	  protects	  land	  in	  
perpetuity.	  

Yes	   Yes	  

Sale	  of	  land	   Land	  is	  sold	  to	  Sycamore	  for	  a	  price	  at	  
market	  value,	  typically	  for	  land	  with	  high	  
conservation	  values.	  

Land	  trust	  owns	  and	  protects	  land	  in	  
perpetuity.	  

No	   Yes	  

	  

*	  When	  projects	  meet	  applicable	  IRS	  guidelines.	  

Interested in learning more? Contact Sycamore Land Trust at 812-336-5382 or  
info@sycamorelandtrust.org or go online to www.sycamorelandtrust.org/preserve-your-land.
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100% of your support stays in southern Indiana

   Why work with a land trust? Land trusts are closely tied to the communities in which they operate and offer 
significant expertise in real estate transactions. Moreover, their status as public charities can offer significant tax 
benefits to donors and clients. And because they are private organizations, land trusts can often be more flexible, 
creative, and nimble than public agencies. 
   Whatever your goals for your land, chances are that Sycamore Land Trust can help you accomplish them.

   There are many conservation options available  
depending on your circumstances. Do you:

•	 want to pass the land on to heirs?
•	 want to continue living on the land during your 

lifetime?
•	 have special natural or historic features on your 

land that are important to you?
•	 face future estate tax challenges or current income 

or property tax concerns?   
   
   Landowners often find land trusts to be vital part-
ners for protecting their land. A land trust is a non-
profit organization directly involved in conserving 
land for its natural, recreational, scenic, historical, 
and productive values. Land trusts work closely and 
confidentially with landowners and their advisors as 
they make decisions for their land, and will be there 
to ensure the land is protected long after the project is 
completed.

Established in 1990, Sycamore Land Trust covers 26  
counties in southern Indiana.


