
Recent Success Story

Sycamore Land Trust

Sycamore Land Trust preserves the unique and valuable landscapes of southern Indiana, 
including hardwood forests, native prairies, family farms, wetlands, and critical habitat for 

threatened and endangered species.

We conserve important natural areas and family farms in 26 southern Indiana counties 
and build preserves that are free and open to the public. Our Environmental Education 
Program helps people of all ages learn about and appreciate nature.

People desire a positive solution. And we’re creating it.

WHAT
WE DO

WHY THIS
MATTERS

We protect land through donation, purchase, or holding conservation easements 
which limit harmful uses while allowing land to remain in private ownership.

The landscape that enriches and sustains us is disappearing. Indiana has lost 
most of its natural lands, leaving the state 46th in the nation for the amount of 

land protected for public enjoyment.

Our Environmental Education program helps create the next generation of 
conservationists who will care for the land.

OUR 
RESULTS

19,000 acres of land protected, forever.
20 rare and endangered species found on our protected properties, like 
the Indiana bat, barn owl, and bald eagle.
58,000 trees planted since 2000.
3,000 participants of all ages reached each year in our Environmental 
Education program.

23 miles of public trails built on our nature preserves.
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Protecting land and connecting people to nature since 1990.

The Sam Shine Foundation Preserve borders Beanblossom Creek 
for over a mile. This 340-acre preserve provides important

wildlife habitat and will be opened to the public.

The Beanblossom Creek Conservation Area is a legacy for future generations of 
Hoosiers. Sycamore Land Trust spearheaded this project, which leverages $1 million 
in matching funds from the Bicentennial Nature Trust to protect land along Bean-
blossom Creek in northern Monroe County.

This landscape-scale conservation initiative is helping fill in the gaps between pro-
tected areas to benefit wildlife, improve water quality, and preserve scenic beauty. 
The new preserves also offer recreational and educational opportunities.



How does my community 
benefit from Sycamore’s 
work?

One tree can absorb as 
much as 48 pounds of 
carbon dioxide per year.
Wetlands are among the 
most productive ecosystems in 
the world, comparable to rain forests and coral 
reefs.
Environmental Education helps build 
critical-thinking and leadership skills, and 
contributes to studies in other school subjects.
Spending time in nature is proven to have 
positive impacts on physical and mental health.

Sycamore Land Trust covers 26 counties in 
southern Indiana, from Martinsville in Morgan 
County all the way to Evansville in 
Vanderburgh County. Visit  
www.sycamorelandtrust.org to learn more 
about all our public preserves.
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VISIT A
PRESERVE

GET 
INVOLVED

Members are the foundation of Sycamore’s 
supporters, helping to protect the natural 

beauty of southern Indiana for only $40 a 
year. Benefits like free access to events 

and our newsletter The Twig make 
membership a win-win.

Sycamore preserves are great places to 
see wildlife because special habitats for 

rare and endangered species have been 
protected. This bobcat was spotted by 

Sycamore volunteer Steve Gifford at 
Sycamore’s Columbia Mine Preserve.

The Ewing family’s historic seven-generation 
Mont Clair Farm near Vincennes is protected 

by a conservation easement held by 
Sycamore Land Trust, while remaining 
in active use as a farm.
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Our Environmental Education 
program connects people of all 

ages to nature. It’s the ultimate 
investment in our future.

There are so many ways to be a part of 
Sycamore’s efforts to protect the land! 

- Become a member
- Donate
- Attend a nature preserve hike or event
- Volunteer

Get outside! Enjoy hiking, bird-
watching, nature photography, 

and family time at one of 
Sycamore’s many nature 
preserves. You’ll discover 
hardwood forests, wetlands, 
prairies, and more -- all part 

of Indiana’s natural history, 
and future.

- Subscribe to our e-newsletter
- Engage with us on social media
- Find out about conservation options for your land
- Include Sycamore in your will or estate plans
- Spread the word!
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