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PRESENTING THE BEST OF BLOOMINGTON

on the web at
ronplecher.com 812.320.2142

Ron
Plecher

RE/MAX CHAIRMAN'S
CLUB BROKER

4343 S. ROTTERDAM DRIVE
NEW PRICE $659,900

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION IN HOLLAND FIELDS
QUALITY BUILT 3,642 SF RANCH OVER WALKOUT

1531 S. COLEMAN COURT
$574,900

LOVELY RANCHWITH LARGE BONUS/4TH BEDROOM
& SPACIOUS OPEN FLOOR PLAN IN SHADOW CREEK

513 W. COOLIDGE DRIVE
$164,900

COMPLETELY RENOVATED 2 BEDROOM/1 BATH
BUNGALOW ONA LARGE CORNER DOUBLE LOT

3170 E. WYNDAM COURT
$549,900

ENJOY MAINTENANCE FREE LIVING IN THIS NEW
CONSTRUCTION 4 BEDROOM/3.5 BATH PATIO HOME

909 S. BALDWIN DRIVE
NEW PRICE $439,900

ELEGANTVILLA GLENMAINTENANCE FREE HOME
4 BDS/3 FULL BAS, DESIRABLE EASTSIDE LOCATION

4191 N OLD STATE ROAD 37
$175,000

BEAUTIFUL 3.89 ACRE PROPERTY NEAR GRIFFY LAKE
CONVENIENT TO IU, NEW HOSPITAL & ACCESS TO I-69

706 E. PEPPERRIDGE DRIVE
$184,900

MAINTENANCE FREE PAIRED PATIO RANCH HOME
2 BEDS + DEN, 2 FULL BATHS, LARGE OPEN LIVING
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7141 W STATE ROAD 48
$439,900

PRIMEWESTSIDE 4.7 ACRESWITH 2 OUTBUILDINGS
LOVELY 5 BED/3 BATH HOME-MASTER ONTHEMAIN
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Many images of Santa Claus appear 
during the annual Christmas season, 
and they vary widely in size, materials 
and design. Although sto-
ries of such gift -givers as St. 
Nicholas and Father Christ-
mas are very old, and carved 
statures of gift  givers appear 
in medieval churches and are 
referred to in religious texts, 
the name SANTA CLAUS 
was popularized by Ameri-
can companies in movies, billboards 
and advertisements starting around 
the turn of the last century. First de-
scribed in a popular story in the mid-
1800s, Santa’s image solidifi ed as a 

jolly plump man in a red suit who gives 
gift s to children.

While many older images of Saint 
Nick appeared in books and shared 
some characteristics with the modern 

Santa Claus, it was Coca-Co-
la’s 1931 image of jolly, plump 
and white-bearded Santa 
in red clothes on billboards 
that captured the world’s 
attention. In diff erent coun-
tries, this Santa image even-
tually merged with more tra-
ditional images of religious 

leaders and winter-time gift -givers.
Although a wide variety of San-

ta images persist around the world, 

Vintage santa fi gurines
By Story and photos by Susan Eastman
antsandtreasures@gmail.com

ANDY WALKER

812-325-1290
www.andy-walker.com

1641 S PICKWICK PLACE $499,900
Beautifully updated ranch over a walkout basement

in the ultra-desirable Ridgemead enclave on

Bloomington’s South East side! This 4,700 sqft 4bd,

3ba, w/ an 800 sqft 2 car garage has been lovingly

cared for and includes Brazilian Teak hardwood

flooring on the main level, an updated kitchen,

fireplace, and a wonderful sunroom which is a

great spot to enjoy the well landscaped and private

grounds. The property is bordered by arborvitae and

includes numerous raised beds, a pond/waterfall,

fountain, and circular front drive. MLS #202145819
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At the height of their popularity, Santas Around the World were gifted singly 
by Helig-Meyers furniture stores and sold in boxes of twelve (one broke). 
SUSAN EASTMANSee FIGURINES, Page C3

New Sycamore Land Trust
calendar features children’s art

When Selena Garcia decided to cre-
ate a painting for Sycamore Land 
Trust’s Nature Discovery Art Contest, 
the 10-year-old Bloomington girl didn’t 
have to look far for inspiration.

“I was inspired by my yard and all the 
animals that live inside it, like the chip-
munk I named Chippy,” she says. “One 
reason it is important to protect the 
Earth is because we all live in it, on just 
one planet. And that is why I created 
this piece of artwork.”

Titled “Home to All of Us,” Selena’s 
artwork is one of 20 selections from lo-
cal young artists for the 2022 Kids’ Na-
ture Discovery Calendar. The artwork 
is currently on display at Bell Trace 
Senior Living Community through 
January and next will be displayed at 
Meadowood Senior Living Community 
through March.

“This is the fi rst eff ort of its kind for 
Sycamore Land Trust,” says Kate Ham-
mel, communications and membership 
director for Sycamore Land Trust. “We 
love every entry we received and our 
community has many extraordinarily 
talented young artists. Their work is 
beautiful and inspiring.”

Proceeds from the calendar will be 
used to support Sycamore Land Trust’s 
work to protect land, restore habitat and 
connect people to nature, Kate says.

The purpose of the calendar is educa-
tional and to involve local young artists 
in encouraging everyone to notice and 
appreciate nature. “An important part of 
Sycamore’s mission is to connect people 

with nature,” Kate says. “By doing so, we 
inspire people to help take care of it.”

In her painting called “Beauty of the 
Night,” 10-year-old Madeline Hartley 
says she chose that theme “because the 
night is beautiful like the hooting of the 
owls and the chirping of the crickets 
and the croaking of the frogs.”

Madeline drew fl owers, bats, trees 
and crickets for her creation. “This eco-
system is very special,” she says. “It’s 
important to keep this ecosystem alive 
for the day and night creatures.”

Wealth of environmental information
In addition to the children’s art work, 

the calendar contains interesting infor-
mation on birds, animals and the envi-
ronment, plus photographs and a sec-

tion on “What to look for this month.”
For example, in February under the 

heading of “Will the groundhog see his 
shadow?” the calendar has a photo of 
a groundhog and notes that “according 
to legend, the groundhog’s shadow af-
ter emerging from its burrow on Febru-
ary 2 predicts the weather for the next 
six weeks. If no shadow is seen due to 
cloudy weather, spring will come early.”

Since the calendar is created for chil-
dren, Kate says that featuring art from 
peers is one of the best ways to share an 
appreciation for nature. “These young 
artists took time to really observe na-
ture closely and share the beauty they 
found with us,” she says. 

Budding artist 5-year-old Madison 
Horrocks chose “Waterfall and Trees” 

for her calendar creation.  “Cause it’s 
important to protect nature so trees can 
grow and clean up the trash so the ani-
mals are safe and happy.”

Selena Garcia Phoebe CurrellElise Koehl

By Jackie Finch
JackieSFinch@gmail.com

Photos courtesy of Sycamore Land Trust

See ART, Page C4

NATIONAL COOKIE DAY

Susan Eastman

Kai ‘The Kingdom of Fantasy Flowers’
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Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Allen House considered

radical at time
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Wishing You
and Yours A

Joyous Holiday
Season.

jeffknowsbloomington@gmail.com
812-340-4604

JeffWarden
Broker

INTEREST RATE MARKETPLACE

HT-25915244

Rates APR
15 year 3.000% 3.021%
30 year 3.500% 3.512%

Closing Costs $299** Refinances & New Purchases $450**

Union Savings Bank
2237 South Curry Pike
Bloomington, IN 47403

812-323-7200

*30 year Conventional loans based on $150,000 loan amount 75% LTV. 15 year conventional
loans based on $150,000 loan amount, 80% LTV. **Additional restrictions may apply. LTV

and credit score may require additional fees. Rates subject to changes.
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HT-25207823

3535W. 3rd Street • Bloomington, IN 47403
812-332-4473 • www.farmersandmechanicsfederal.com • NMLS #477159

Term Rate APR
15 yr 2.50% 2.559%
10 yr 2.40% 2.487%

Serving Greene, Monroe, & surrounding counties since 1892
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APR is based upon $150,000 loan amount with a 20% down payment.
Closing cost @ $1,800. Rates subject to change.

FEBRUARY 2022
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

WHAT TO LOOK 
FOR THIS MONTH:
Will the groundhog see a shadow? 
This groundhog said hello on 
our wildlife cameras last spring. 
Accordinat to legend, the groundhog’s 
shadow after emerging from its 
burrow on February 2 predicts the 
weather for the next six weeks. If no 
shadow is seen due to cloudy weather, 
spring will come early. 
Also called “whistle-pigs” (for the 
high-pitched warning they emit 
when threatened) and “woodchuck” 
(possibly derived from the Algonquin 
Native American word for the 
groundhog, wuchak), their burrows 
can be over 6’ deep and over 20’ long 
with multiple entrances and chambers 
including a sleeping 
room, birthing room 
and bathroom. 

“The Red Baron”
Phinehas 

Crum, 
Age 8

Valentine’s Day

A bald eagle’s nest at Beanblossom Bottoms Nature Preserve 
is visible a few hundred feet from the beginning of the 
boardwalk, when there are no leaves present to hide it. 
On your right, watch for an ash tree next to the trail in the 
shape of a “Y” (unfortunately dead due to the emerald ash 
borer). Once next to it, turn left so your back is to the tree 
and look far into the distance for a large nest up in the trees, 

Cardinals and blue jays 
are year-round residents 
and do not migrate. They 

are the most common 
birds seen this month.
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Shade Backus
Age 8 

“Bald Eagle Series”

1

Groundhog Day

“The Blue Jay”
Jael Gafford, Age 9

Bald Eagles are on their 
nest sites by February, lay 
eggs in March, and hatch 
out in April after a 25-day 
incubation period. January 
and February is a good time 
to see eagles if the ice is 
breaking up because they 

Look for 
animal tracks
in the snow.Virginia 

opossum

Striped skunk

Cottontail rabbit

Raccoon
Eastern 
gray squirrel

Groundhog

Bobcat

Maple sugaring season begins mid-Feb. to mid-March when night 
time temps are below freezing and daytime are above freezing. Visit 
sycamorelandtrust.org/maple-syrup for a maple tapping tutorial..

Sunrise: 7:44am
Sunset: 6:23pm

Sunrise: 7:31am
Sunset: 6:36pm

Great Backyard 
Bird Count

February page of the calendar.

Elise Koehl ‘Tom and Several Hen Turkeys’

Phoebe Currell ‘Fox’s First Fall’

Founded in 1990, the nonprofi t Sycamore Land Trust 
now has more than 1,000 members with a goal to protect 
land in southern Indiana. “We protect 10,319 acres at 121 
properties, maintain hiking trails on 13 public nature 
preserves, provide stewardship education to empower 
people to get involved in habitat restoration work and 
provide free environment education programming for 
local schools and community organizations,” Kate says.

Young artists choose various subjects
For her painting, Maiya Marinova combined two of 

her loves – rainbows and the color pink - for her “Gor-
geous Rainbow with the Sun.” “I added a little detail 
with a heart in it because I love nature,” the 6-year-old 
says. “And another thing is this. I didn’t waste paper 
because if I waste paper, I would be wasting trees be-
cause paper is made out of trees.”

Her choice, Elise Koehl says, was “Tom and Several 

Hen Turkeys.” “I was inspired to make this picture by 
the scene behind me of a tom and several hen turkeys. 
I think it is important to protect nature so there could 
be places like this for turkeys,” she says.

Even a rainy day can be beautiful, adds 10-year-old 
Avalon Eells. “I call it the ‘Girl in the Rain.’ I really en-
joyed making this. It was really fun. I think nature is 
beautiful and it is important to protect it because if we 
don’t, a lot of animals’ homes will be destroyed.”

Five-year-old artist Niko picked his grandmother’s 
garden for his art. “I like to do picnics under the cherry 
blossoms,” he explains.

Kai’s “Kingdom of Fantasy Flowers” shows that plants 
need love, rain, sunlight and soil to grow. “My favorite 
fl ower is the violet cause you can eat it and you can use 
them in yummy cookies,” the 7-year-old says.

“We are grateful to all of these talented young art-
ists for sharing their love of nature through this art,” 
Kate says, adding that Sycamore Land Trust already 

ART
Continued from page C1

See ART, Page C5

Madeline Hartley ‘Beauty of the Night’

Avalon Eells ‘The Girl in the Rain’



hoosiertimes.com  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021  |  C5

Andy

Walker

Bryan

Paine

Tracee

Lutes

Chris

Smith

AJ

Bowlen

Ajmal

Safi

Alice

Chastain

Amy

Kopp

Bayleigh

Wininger

Ben

Burns

Evan

Buckmaster

Bev

Hamer

Gary

Paine

Bobbi

Powell

Gary

West

Brian

Sample

Gigi Larmour

Goldin

David

Chastain

Henry

Nethery
Jackie

Hays

Kathy

Blackburn

Janet

Jin

Kayla

Burgi

Josh

Lewis

Kim

Price

Joya

Kelly

Lorraine

Fowler

Kate

Miller

Lynda

Slate

Lynne

Chang
Marissa

Prentice

Michelle

Papp

Mary

Edwards

Mike

Hensinger
Ruth

Morton

Scott

Newland

Stacy

Lafferty

Susie

Hendricks

Russ

McCormack

Theresa

Sicinski

Vicki

Cooper

3695 S Sare Rd, Bloomington

812-332-3001

3334 John Williams Blvd, Bedford

812-276-1111

www.theacclaimedteam.com

HT-26935819

Scan to visit our website

for listing and agent
contact information

HT-27584932

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY 1-3 P.M.

521 WEST HOWE STREET

$325,000

1

PROSPECT HILL! 2 BR/2BA PLUS GARAGE!
LORRAINE FOWLER 812-320-5553

MLS# 202149712
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RUSTIC COMFORT
W/ OPEN FLOOR PLAN

5045 E. EARL YOUNG RD.

LOCATED ON 30 WOODED ACRES

TRACEE LUTES 812-322-2650

MLS# 202146286

$1,200,000

#2

527 E LUCY LANE, ELLETTSVILLE

GREENBRIER MEADOWS MODEL HOME

5 HOMES TO PREVIEW

THE CHRIS SMITH TEAM 812-219-3030

MLS# 202116794

STARTING AT $359,900
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OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY 12-2PM

plans to create a 2023 cal-
endar with selections from 
a photography art contest 
for all ages next year.

“We also plan to hold 
another Kids’ Nature 
Discovery Art Contest, 
but the selections will be 
featured in a gallery walk 
at a Sycamore preserve, 
rather than in a calen-
dar,” Kate says.

In conclusion, Phoebe 
Currell says she chose to 
draw a picture of a fox 
family in a clearing to de-
liver an important mes-
sage to everyone. “The 
mom and little boy are 
looking at the last falling 
leaf and the little girl is 
distracted and looking at 
a hollow tree,” the 9-year-
old says, adding that she 
colored the picture with 
water paint.

“If we didn’t protect the 
world around us and all 
the plants and animals 
in it, there wouldn’t be 
a beautiful world to live 
in,” Phoebe says. “And if 
there wasn’t a beautiful 
world to live in, life would 
be miserable without it.”

For more informa-
tion: Visit Sycamore 
Land Trust at sycamore-
landtrust.org/shop. Cal-
endar art selections can 
be viewed at sycamore-
landtrust.org/art.

ART
Continued from page C4

Niko ‘Grandma’s Garden’

Maiya Marinova ‘Gorgeous Rainbow with the Sun’

Selena Garcia ‘Home to All of Us’

Madison Horrocks ‘Waterfall and Trees’

“We also plan to hold another Kids’ Nature Discovery Art Contest, but the selections 
will be featured in a gallery walk at a Sycamore preserve, rather than in a calendar.”

KATE HAMMEL, COMMUNICATIONS AND MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR FOR SYCAMORE LAND TRUST


