


2012 was a game-changing 
year for land conservation in southern 
Indiana. Sycamore Land Trust protected 
nearly 3,000 acres of land, bringing our 
total protected acreage to over 8,000. 
That’s 8,000 acres of diverse habitat – 
including marshes, wetlands, prairies, 
and woodlands – that provide clean 
air and water, a home for threatened 
and endangered species, and outdoor 
recreation opportunities for people 
throughout our region. 

In fact, Sycamore Land Trust offers dozens 
of opportunities for you and your family 
to enjoy the outdoors. Stroll along an old 
railbed at Eagle Slough Natural Area to 
an observation deck built by dedicated 
volunteers, where you can watch the birds 
and marvel at some of the largest cypress 
trees in the state. Or check out the new trail 
spur at Beanblossom Bottoms, giving you 
even more ways to experience the beauty 
of this wetland preserve. Through the 
preserves and outings that Sycamore Land 
Trust offers, we hope you’ll share the joy of 
nature with others. Sycamore Land Trust is 
making strides in protecting our home, so 
let’s all go outside and enjoy it!

Bobcats and river otters are among the 
species seen at Sycamore’s new Columbia 
Mine property.
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lARGest puRchAse eveR: columbiA mine 
The 1,043 acre Columbia Mine tract adjoin-
ing the Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge 
is Sycamore’s biggest purchase yet. The 
property contains marshes, forested wet-
lands, and prairies, providing diverse habitat 
for endangered and threatened species such 
as bobcat, river otter, and Indiana bat. Acqui-
sition of this land had been a top priority for 
the refuge managers for over five years, but 
a deal failed to materialize. Sycamore’s flex-
ible approach to working with government 
agencies, private industry, and conservation 
groups helped seal the deal. 

the lAuRA hARe nAtuRe pReseRve At 
downey hill 
Nearly one square mile in size, The Laura 
Hare Nature Preserve at Downey Hill is 
important for conservation because of both 
its size and location. It’s also Sycamore’s 
second biggest land purchase ever. In the 
1980’s, the property was nearly subdivided, 
but a group of investors purchased it and 

kept it essentially untouched. When they 
were ready to part with the land, they saw 
value in preserving the woods they had 
long enjoyed for recreation, and chose to 
work with Sycamore to achieve their goals.

eAGle slouGh nAtuRAl AReA 
Sycamore acquired ownership of Eagle 
Slough Natural Area in Evansville, an oasis 
of wetland and mature bottomland forest 
that provides excellent habitat for birds 
and other wildlife. Experts have counted 

more than 150 different species of birds on 
the property and it contains some of the 
largest bald cypress trees in the state. Af-
ter exploring permanent ownership options 
for the property, the Eagle Slough Steer-
ing Committee determined that Sycamore 
Land Trust could best provide lasting pro-
tection. Now supporters can enjoy Eagle 
Slough and peace of mind.

nolAn tRAct of tRevlAc bluffs 
nAtuRe pReseRve
Val Nolan Jr., a well-known legal scholar 
and ornithologist, wished for his land to be 
permanently protected. Nolan’s land was 
next to Sycamore’s Trevlac Bluffs Nature Pre-
serve and his estate worked with Sycamore 
to fulfill his wishes. Since the Nolan parcel 
contains 20% of the bluff that shelters one of 
the last native stands of eastern hemlock in 
Indiana, saving it was critical to the pro-
tection of the hemlock stand. Sycamore is 
glad to be able to permanently protect this 
special place.

Sycamore Land Trust relies on the hard 
work and expertise of our volunteers to 
accomplish our mission. We are especially 
grateful to the volunteers who helped with 
the silent auction, which brought in 45% 
more revenue than the year before.
Thank you, volunteers!

columbiA mine GRAsslAnd RestoRAtion
Wildlife habitat restoration began right 
away at Sycamore’s new Columbia Mine 
preserve. Portions of the reclaimed mine 
had been planted in native prairie grasses, 
providing open habitat not found else-
where in the neighboring Patoka River 
National Wildlife Refuge. But the prai-
rie plantings were not maintained and 
invasive trees were taking over, so with 
financial assistance from the Partners for 
Fish and Wildlife Program, the refuge staff 
cleared 120 acres. Next steps will include 
prescribed burns and seeding with native 
wildflowers to increase plant diversity. 
These efforts will maintain the open areas 

and improve their value to grassland spe-
cies such as the state-endangered short-
eared owl, northern harrier, and Henslow’s 
sparrow.

invAsive plAnt pRojects
Habitat restoration projects continued at 
Touch the Earth Natural Area near Co-
lumbus and Beanblossom Bottoms Nature 
Preserve north of Bloomington. At Touch 
the Earth, Habitat Solutions completed the 
second year of invasive brush control, leav-
ing one more year to go. Eco Logic finished 
one reed canarygrass control project and 
continued a second at Beanblossom Bot-
toms. Also, volunteers helped spread native 

grass and wildflower seeds and cleared 
two open areas to maintain habitat for the 
state-endangered Kirtland’s snake.

tRAil buildinG
The Beanblossom Bottoms Environmental 
Education Trail expanded in 2012. Named 
the “Jeff Richardson Trail Spur” in honor of 
our hardworking volunteer, the new mowed 
trail provides access to a wildlife pond and 
bench on the east side of the preserve. 
Volunteers also helped improve the trails at 
the Jeremy Keith Oakley Nature Preserve 
in Lawrence County and the Porter West 
Preserve in Monroe County.

well site pReseRve
Students in a fifth grade class at Edge-
wood Intermediate School have been 
constructing a nature trail at the Well Site 
Preserve in Ellettsville, including a bridge 
over a muddy channel. Besides its practical 
purpose and the skills learned, this bridge 
helped create a path to a greater love of 
nature for these hard-working students, 
who beamed with pride. 

sAlem outdooR lAb
Along with many partners, Sycamore is 
helping develop a 60-acre outdoor labora-
tory with a restored prairie and cypress 
planting at Salem Community Schools. 
Four high school students gave a presenta-
tion about the project at a conservation 
conference with Sycamore’s Environmental 
Education Coordinator and were very well-
received.

phenoloGy 
Sycamore’s new Environmental Educator, 
Mary Weeks, introduced phenology (the 
study of how the biological world times 
natural events) in schools. Students study a 
tree near their classroom to observe cycles 
like budding, leafing out, and dropping 
leaves, and enter the data into a national 
database. Many students (and adults!) 
discover that there is a lot to learn about 
species and seasons by pausing to observe 
what’s around them.  

new tech wAteR studies
Sycamore’s Beanblossom Bottoms and 
Trevlac Bluffs nature preserves serve as 
research sites for biology students from 
New Tech High School, in Monroe County. 
The students conduct annual water quality 
analyses, prepare written reports on their 
findings, and give presentations. Their work 
also benefits Sycamore’s land management 
goals: the data are added to the monitor-
ing records for the two properties.

1The trails and observation decks at Eagle 
Slough are a great place for kids to learn 
and enjoy being outdoors. 2Fall colors 
on the hillsides at The Laura Hare Nature 
Preserve at Downey Hill.  3Heath Hamilton 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service posts 
signs at Columbia Mine.4Eastern hemlocks 
gleam behind other trees at the 37-acre 
addition to Trevlac Bluffs.5Volunteer Jeff 
Cook takes GPS coordinates of the first 
Sycamore sign at the new Laura Hare Na-
ture Preserve at Downey Hill.6Restoration 
of the native prairie grass at Columbia Mine 
began in 2012.7Thanks to Jeff Richardson 
for his hard work on the new trail spur at 
Beanblossom Bottoms! 8Volunteer Jillian 
East.9Volunteer Andrew Bushnell.qVolun-
teer Grace Dickey.wSalem students col-
laborate to restore their wetland.eStudents 
mulch a trail through pin oaks, red maples, 
and sycamores. rSalem HS student plants 
wetland plugs at the outdoor lab. tNew 
Tech students assess water chemistry at 
Trevlac Bluffs Nature Preserve. yuEdge-
wood Intermediate School students work 
together to build a bridge for the nature 
trail at their school.
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finAnciAls

The amount of land Sycamore protects 
jumped last year, and with your support 
the total will continue to rise!

Fundraising 
and Outreach - 
$57,358 (14%)

Management - 
$110,035 (27%)

Programs - $241,773 (59%)

EXPENSES - $409,166INCOME - $552,147

Events - 
$23,384 (4%)

Investments 
and Rentals 
– $49,984 
(9%)

Membership and Contributions - 
$478,779 (87%)

the leGAcy ciRcle, recognizing people 
who have included Sycamore in their es-
tate plans, was launched in 2012 with 
39 charter members.

A list of our donors is published at 
www.sycamorelandtrust.org/annual-report. 

finAnciAl dAtA foR fiscAl yeAR 2012 (july 1, 2011 - june 30, 2012)

Remaining assets were invested in stewardship endowment, legal defense fund, 
operating reserve, and interest-bearing investments.
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