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We strive for a way of life that our
descendants will look back on
with gratitude, a way of life that is
worthy of our magnificent planet.
The universe is 14 billion years
old. Homo sapiens have been
around for about 300,000
years. Agriculture emerged
around 10,000 BCE. By the
mid-1800s, less than 200 years
after stepping foot in the region,
European-Americans had
cleared much of Indiana’s 20
million acres of forests.
We humans have a massive
impact on the land. Our
relationship with this
environment we love is
complex; just as we depend on
its natural resources to sustain
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life and support progress,
so too must we embrace the
responsibility to protect and
restore it for future generations.
That’s why conservation is
so essential. For 29 years,
Sycamore members have made
remarkable progress toward
restoring the natural landscape
of southern Indiana. In this issue
of The Twig, The Stories Issue,
we’re focusing on the ways our
land stewardship projects have
begun to transform places we
love, by highlighting stories at
several unique preserves.

28,900 TREES IN ONE WEEK
TOUCH THE EARTH 2 PRESERVE

Acreage

County

Year acquired

124

BROWN

2006

Take a moment to close your
eyes and think about trees.
What do you see? You might be
picturing yourself in the woods,
looking up at tall, sturdy oaks or
maples towering overhead. Or
maybe it’s a favorite tree from
childhood, like the dogwood my
siblings and I used to climb in our
backyard.
Every tree you’ve ever loved
was once a seedling, no bigger
than a little twig, vulnerable to a
gust of wind or a brief rainstorm.
Imagine 20,000 of these peering
out of the ground in neat rows,
filling the landscape. This is what
Touch the Earth 2 Preserve, a
Sycamore preserve in Brown
County, looks like today.
But it wasn’t always that way,
and someday it will look very
different. Formerly farmland
with two miles of frontage
along North Fork Salt Creek, an
anonymous family donated the
124 acres to Sycamore in 2006.
Sycamore and the National
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) are working to remove

invasive species and restore
it to bottomland forest. It’s a
critical part of the Lake Monroe
watershed, so our restoration
work will help protect water
quality, reduce soil erosion, and
restore wildlife habitat.
In 2017, Sycamore hired Habitat
Solutions to help us set up
Touch the Earth 2 for success.
This began with two rounds
of treatments to kill invasive
plants, one year apart, followed
by planting trees. Almost
29,000 of them, planted in
Tree seedlings at Touch
the Earth 2 Preserve
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just seven days. The crew used
a machine to make a furrow
in the dirt and plop in each
seedling about halfway down its
length. They planted a variety
of 12 hardwood species, among
them bald cypress, shellbark
hickory, swamp white oak, and
swamp chestnut oak. The crew
then formed a buffer along the
creek with pollinator-friendly
shrubs like gray dogwood and

buttonbush to foster a strong
forest margin.
On a visit this past April, one
year since the planting, we saw
that the trees had a 95% success
rate. It’s only the beginning for
this fledging floodplain forest,
but we’re encouraged by the
progress thus far and can already
picture tall, resilient trees
forming a lush forest canopy.

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
COLUMBIA MINE PRESERVE

Acreage

County

Year acquired

1,043

PIKE & GIBSON

2012

Many of us would say our
creative passions give us life. If
I couldn’t sing my heart out in
choirs, I’d be a Negative Nancy.
But for Steve Gifford, a former
Sycamore board member
known for his incredible wildlife
photography, this hobby-turnedprofession helps him manage
the troubling symptoms of
Parkinson’s disease. Sitting in
nature, calm and still for hours at
a time, is “critical to being able to
do things like walk and swallow,”
he explains.
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And I promise you, it’s relevant
to our stewardship story at
Columbia Mine Preserve.
At 1,043 acres, Columbia Mine is
Sycamore’s largest contiguous
nature preserve. Much of
the land was strip mined by
Peabody Coal until 2000. When
the company was finished with
it, they replanted it with native
grasses and trees, then left the
land alone.
Columbia Mine sat unmanaged
for 12 years before Sycamore

A controlled burn at Columbia Mine
Preserve in 2013 | Steve Gifford

stepped in to negotiate the
purchase. Bill McCoy, a new
Sycamore board member and
recently retired Refuge Manger
at Patoka River National Wildlife
Refuge, called it “the mother of
all land protection negotiations”
due to complications with the
deed that almost prevented the
deal entirely, until Sycamore got
involved. In that time, invasive
plants took over. Japanese
honeysuckle and autumn olive
grew so thick they crowded
out native grasses and shrubs,
shifting natural succession and
impacting creatures up and
down the food chain.
Patoka manages the preserve,
while Sycamore remains the
owner. Funds for the purchase
came from U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Indiana

Bicentennial Nature Trust, Ducks
Unlimited, Sycamore members,
and a conservation easement
negotiated by Friends of Patoka
River NWR.
Bill explains the level of invasive
plant chaos when we were finally
able to begin rehabilitating
the land in 2012: the callery
pear and black locust trees had
grown so large that a normal
bush hog couldn’t handle them.
That’s when he hired a hefty
Fecon chipper to run them
over and break up the trunks
into manageable particles.
The Refuge also held several
prescribed burns to remove
brush and invasive plants, and
stimulate native grass growth.
But one of the cleverest methods
of controlling invasives came

ON THE COVER
Steve Gifford took this captivating shot of a trained burn
expert working on a prescribed burn at Columbia Mine
Preserve in 2013.
Prescribed burns help to control invasive species, stimulate
growth of native grasses, and encourage natural succession.
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Steve Gifford

to Bill in a particular spark of
genius (my words, not his). A
fishery study of the 12 lakes
created for mining found that
the small fish had no forage
base due to a lack of cover. In a
partnership between Sycamore
and Patoka, we used grant funds
from American Forests and Alcoa
along with donations from local
businesses to bundle up the
most massive invasive trees,
which were too large even for the
Fecon chipper, and drop them
inside the perimeter of several of
the lakes. To build more habitat,
Patoka added boulders trucked
in by a company that dug them
up in the process of creating new
landfills.
When mining companies restore
land to its former state as
required by federal regulation,
the method they use compacts
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the soil more than would be
ideal for the forest that once
covered the land. But it’s
perfect for grassland, a habitat
in short supply in Indiana.
Nesting grassland birds have
an increasingly difficult time
finding ground on which to nest.
The farms they once occupied
are becoming uninhabitable
as soybeans and corn replace
pasture and hayfields. And they
need large tracts of land; half an
acre here and there won’t cut it.
Bobwhite quail, wild turkeys,
bobolinks, and Henslow’s
sparrows are among the many
species that wouldn’t have a
home at Columbia Mine were it
not for the new grasslands. Birds
of prey like long-eared owls now
have the opportunity to hunt in
this open environment.

early sighting, while
standing waist-deep
We’re no different than farmers,
in a marsh, he heard
except we’re growing wildlife.
a curious sound,
then turned to watch
BILL MCCOY, RETIRED REFUGE MANAGER,
two young bobcats
PATOKA RIVER NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
scramble up a dead
tree. He was thrilled to
One of the more captivating
capture the photo below.
creatures to inhabit Columbia
Mine Preserve is the bobcat. And
Flooding also encourages
this is where Steve Gifford comes
bobcats to use the old railroad
in. When Sycamore acquired
tracks as a convenient sort of
the property, Steve was thrilled
wildlife highway. Steve started
for the opportunity to explore
visiting three or four nights a
1,100 new acres for photography
week – “maybe a waste of time,”
and wildlife viewing. Sitting in
he muses, “ but I knew they were
silence, examining animal scat,
there.”
and tromping through waistOne day while hiding behind a
deep marshes isn’t everyone’s
wood pile, with only his camera
idea of a good time. But to
lens visible amid full-body camo,
Steve, this was not simply a
he spotted a bobcat nearby.
chance to track breathtaking
Eventually the bold creature
animals like bobcats. His physical
came within 15 feet and Steve
state had been declining due
to Parkinson’s disease, to the
point where he had to leave his
Steve Gifford
engineering job. Photography
allowed him to slow down,
calming the activity in his brain
that triggers life-threatening
muscle tightness.
While exploring Columbia
Mine, Steve began to notice
more bobcat tracks in the mud
caused by springtime rains. He
tracked down their dens during
periods of flooding, when they
seek out the driest spots. In an
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got onto his knees to snap a
series of now-iconic, head-on
shots. Without Steve’s patience
and dedication, we might never
have these awe-inspiring images
(see page 6).
By the mid-1900s, formerly
widespread bobcat populations
were at grave risk in North
America due to demand for
their fur. From 1969 until 2005,
they were an Indiana State
Endangered Species. Their return

is a great conservation success
story in southern Indiana. As the
largest wild cat native to Indiana,
they depend on everything else
down the food chain. The fact
that their numbers are growing
suggests the conservation efforts
of Sycamore Land Trust and our
colleagues are working. It’s a sign
that the critters they prey upon
are finding more suitable habitat
in the region and strengthening
their populations as well.

FARMING PAST, WILD FUTURE

SAM SHINE FOUNDATION PRESERVE & DAN EFROYMSON PRESERVE
Acreage

County

Years acquired

589

MONROE

2015-2018

These preserves are two
contiguous properties in the
Beanblossom Creek Bicentennial
Conservation Area, with fantastic
opportunities for habitat
restoration. The land includes
240 acres of former crop fields in
the floodplain, a steep wooded
bluff, and an upland field with
karst topography.
Stewarding a new property often
starts with cleaning up some
messes; here, that meant selling
an old pole barn and trailer to
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make space for more wilderness
and reduce waste by giving them
a second home. We fenced off a
big sinkhole in the upland and
hauled out large piles of junk
dumped in the past. We hacked
Asian bush honeysuckle from the
bluff and sprayed reed canary
grass in the wet floodplain areas
to begin the ongoing process of
removing invasive plants.

Columbia Mine, we’re excited
about the chance to turn part
of this preserve into a grassland
to create much-needed habitat
for grassland birds. After just
a few years of less-frequent
mowing in the pasture fields,
we’ve noticed unusual birds
including bobolinks, dickcissels,
and Henslow’s sparrows. As we
plant native grasses and prairie
wildflowers, more pollinators
such as monarch butterflies
and native bees will make the
preserves their home. Strong
pollinator populations help
humans and wildlife alike:
they strengthen ecosystems
by helping native plants thrive
and pollinating many crops that
humans depend on.
With the help of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service,
Sycamore will be restoring
the Sam Shine Foundation/
Dan Efroymson Preserves to

native wetland, an abundantly
productive habitat for thousands
of species. Tasks will likely
include removing field drainage
tiles and blocking drainage
ditches so that the water can
stick around like it once did,
before this area was ever farmed.
Adding water control structures
would allow seasonal drawdowns to create mudflats and
shallow water for shorebirds
like sandpipers, yellowlegs, and
common snipe.
You can help Sycamore’s
restoration work! Sign up for a
volunteer day to remove invasive
plants, start or renew your
Sycamore membership, and
plant native species in your yard.

Check out
sycamorelandtrust.org
for more information

The Dan Efroymson Preserve and Sam
Shine Foundation, 2017

One simple restoration option
would be to plant trees on the
property; but as we’ve done at
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FR OM T H E

EX ECUT I VE
VE
DI
DIRECT
RECTOO R
BY JOHN LAWRENCE

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
To all of Sycamore’s wonderful
members, foundation grantors,
and business supporters; to
our dedicated board, advisory
board, volunteers, staff, and
partner organizations; and to
all of our many other friends
in conservation – to you, dear
reader – thank you!
I am honored and privileged to
be chosen to lead Sycamore as
our Executive Director, and I’m so
grateful to all of you. You are the
reason that Sycamore has been
such a successful conservation
organization, and it’s you who
will ensure we continue to thrive.
Sycamore’s work has grown far
larger than anything one person
or even a small group could
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hope to accomplish on their
cliché to quote the dictionary, I
own; it takes an ever-growing
can’t do better than the following
community, and every person’s
from Merriam-Webster online:
contribution,
however large or
Stewardship: The careful and
small, is critical
responsible management of
– you are truly
something entrusted to one’s care.
making a difference
for nature in
That deserves to be in bold
southern Indiana.
because it is the core, the heart,
In the 13 years I’ve been
of Sycamore’s mission: carefully
with Sycamore so far, we’ve
and responsibly caring for the
accomplished many important
land and nature that has been
things together: we’ve nearly
entrusted to us. When Sycamore
tripled our protected acreage,
receives land as a donation or
we’ve more than doubled our
buys it, that is only the beginning
land in the Beanblossom Creek
of a project. We have a vital
project area, we’ve added nearly
duty to take good care of our
two square miles to the Patoka
protected properties for forever,
River National Wildlife Refuge,
to shield them from harm and to
we’ve grown our Environmental
actively help them to thrive as
Education program. And as we’re
natural areas.
highlighting in the issue of The
That is no small task when
Twig, we’ve worked hard to take
Sycamore has over 80 separate
good care of all the many special
preserved properties across
natural areas that we protect,
southern Indiana, totaling
and we’re working on big plans
to restore even more high-quality close to 10,000 acres. The
responsibility grows as we
habitat for native plants and
continue to add more acres, but
wildlife.
that’s exactly what Sycamore is
When we talk about taking
here to do. And thanks to you
care of the land and of natural
and your continued support,
areas, we often use the word
Sycamore Land Trust will
“stewardship.” It’s a wonderfully
continue to grow and to carefully
descriptive word, except that not
steward nature for people,
everyone knows exactly what it
plants, and wildlife today, and for
means. While it might be a bit
future generations to come.
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Sycamore member Katie Yoder took her kids and
friends for a springtime hike by the creek at Cedar Crest

CCOO M M O N
G R O U ND
S Y C A MORE L A ND TR U S T’ S
2 9 TH A NNUA L C EL EB R A TION

Volunteers help build the new boardwalk trail
at Beanblossom Bottoms Nature Preserve

FRI D A Y, O C TO BE R 4 , 2 01 9
5:30 – 9:00 PM
MONROE CONVENTION CENTER
(BLOOMINGTON)
(BLOOMINGTO
N)
Support Sycamore at our annual fundraising dinner
while enjoying live music, engaging speakers, a
fun silent auction, auction of a new painting of
Beanblossom Bottoms by Dawn Adams, local
drinks, a delicious buffet, and conversations with
fellow conservationists.

Scott Simanton snapped this photo
of a frog at our Powell Preserve in
Monroe County. Read more about the
Powell Preserve on page 18.

Students in Mrs. Lewis’ first-grade class
at Marlin Elementary maintain bluestem
grass they planted in our Native Plant
Project garden in front of the school

SUMMER 2019

Tickets on sale this summer at

S YCAMORELANDTRUST.ORG

OW NE D LLAN
A NDD & EA S EM EEN
NTT S

111

PROJECTS

14

9,777
ACRES

P R O J ECT S A S S I S T E D

12

PROJECTS

10,182
ACRES
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BY ANN CONNORS, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Del and Letty Newkirk’s love of
land and animals has been a
lifelong passion. Del grew up on
a farm in Columbus, IN, and for
decades the couple has worked
diligently to preserve and restore
their beloved 100-acre wooded
Brown County property, where
they lived for many years.
“I learned hard work and land
stewardship from my dad,” Del
recalls. “He took care of the land
because he was a farmer. An
organic farmer before that was a
thing. We used manure for fertilizer
and hoes for weed control. And
he was very concerned about
anything washing out into the
water.”
The Newkirks have passed these
land stewardship values, “respect
for birds, land, soil, and the
environment,” to their children,
Liesl and Christopher, who spent
a lot of time on the farm. And to
their grandsons, Nicholas, Jeremy,
and Will, who own the 125 yearold family farm as The Three
Grandchildren Corp.
Del and Letty’s passion for giving
back to the community and
protecting land in perpetuity
extends to their involvement
with Sycamore. Members since
2003, Del is on the Advisory
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Board and the Finance Committee.
They also donate to Sycamore’s
Land Stewardship Endowment
at the Brown County Community
Foundation (BCCF), an organization
Del founded 26 years ago.
Sycamore’s endowment funds –
housed at BCCF, the Community
Foundation of Bloomington and
Monroe County, and an investment
firm – total over $2.2 million, with
a goal of $3 million in the next
few years. Investment income
will support land stewardship
staff expenses and help transform
acquired properties into healthy
wetlands, forests, and grasslands to
be taken care of forever.
Reflecting on our responsibility to
take care of nature, Del explains
why he is moved by the name Touch
the Earth for one of our preserves
in Columbus: “We are all touching
the earth. Preserving nature is more
critical all the time due to global
climate change and the increasing
destruction of trees.”
You can join Letty, Del, and other
Sycamore members in helping to
protect and restore habitat forever.
To learn more about Sycamore’s
endowments or how to contribute
in your estate plan, contact Ann
Connors at 812-336-5382 ext 104 or
ann@sycamorelandtrust.org.

BY SUSAN HAISLIP DALEKE, ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
In February, Sycamore Land Trust
reached a significant milestone
by earning national accreditation
with the Land Trust Alliance. LTA
is a national leader in policy,
standards, education, and training,
working passionately to support
land trusts like Sycamore so we
can save and secure more lands
now and for future generations.
The Accreditation Commission is
an independent program created
by LTA in 2008 and tasked with
recognizing land trusts that meet
the highest national standards
for excellence and conservation
permanence. The Commission
awards the accreditation
seal – “A Mark of Distinction in
Land Conservation” – to those
organizations demonstrating
“excellence, trust, and permanence.”
After a rigorous certification process
involving testing for compliance
with more than 100 individual
standards and practices, Sycamore
was one of only 12 land trusts
across the nation to receive firsttime accreditation in 2019. Key

elements determining our award of
accreditation included continuing
substantiation of:
• Responsible governance
• Ethical conduct
• Sound finances
• Lasting stewardship practices
Accreditation is an ongoing process.
To retain our accredited status,
Sycamore must apply for renewal
every five years proving compliance
with those same standards and
practices that initially earned us the
accreditation seal.
So what does all of this mean to
Sycamore’s supporters? It means
that now, more than ever, you can
trust that Sycamore Land Trust
conducts business in keeping
with the highest standards of our
profession. Accreditation validates
our commitment to you that we
will steward and protect the land
entrusted to our care for forever.
Successful conservation takes the
vision and commitment of all of us.
Sycamore will lead by example.

EXCE LLENCE · TRU ST · P ERMA NENCE

83%

OF LANDOWNERS SAID
ACCREDITATION INCREASED
THEIR CONFIDENCE THAT
THEIR LAND WOULD BE
PROTECTED IN PERPETUITY

85%

OF PUBLIC AGENCIES
AND FOUNDATIONS SAID
ACCREDITATION INCREASES
THEIR CONFIDENCE IN
LAND TRUSTS

220%

AVERAGE INCREASE
IN DEFENSE AND
STEWARDSHIP FUNDS FOR
ACCREDITED LAND TRUSTS
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PATSY POWELL’S
LLEEGA
GACY IN NATURE
BY JOHN LAWRENCE,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

While conservation is forever, a
lot can happen in a few years,
and Sycamore’s beautiful Powell
Preserve in Monroe County
is a perfect example. As we
remember Patsy Powell, who
passed away in December 2018,
stories of the land she cared for
and donated to Sycamore shine a
light on her legacy.
In 1964, just a stone’s throw
down the road from Patsy’s
beloved family home built in
the 1880s and known as Breezy
Point, Patsy and her husband
Marvin purchased 68 acres of
forest and fields that would later
become the Powell Preserve.
The rolling parcel was mostly
forested, but also had a field
that the Powells used for hay
and pasture. Marvin passed
away in 2001, and two years
later, Patsy generously gave the
18

land to Sycamore to be protected
forever as a nature preserve. She
had a great love of nature and of
this part of the county, where her
family has lived for generations,
and preserving this land combined
those passions.
Today the Powell Preserve is still
mostly forested, with mature
trees and beautiful spring
wildflowers. It has frontage along
one-third mile of Beanblossom
Creek, protecting this important
tributary of the White River. What
was once hay fields for livestock
has been transformed through
several restoration projects we’ve
undertaken.
On a cool spring day in 2006,
Sycamore volunteers planted
700 native trees on an open slope
above the creek. After we finished
the planting, Patsy hosted the

volunteers at Breezy Point, serving
up a tasty chili lunch and sharing
the story of her historic family
home. Cinergy (now Duke Energy)
gave Sycamore a grant in 2007 to
restore the rest of the big field,
which is crossed by a high-voltage
transmission line, with native
prairie flowers and grasses. The
colorful show of wildflowers is now
filled every year with butterflies,
bees, and other pollinators. In
2015 we created a small wetland
area that already echoes with the
springtime calls of frogs and toads.
We encourage you to visit this
hidden gem! Sycamore maintains
a small roadside parking area and
a one-mile mowed trail that loops
around the prairie and travels up
into the woods. The preserve is
open to the public every day, dawn
to dusk. Sycamore’s Environmental
Education Program brings groups

of all ages for guided hikes
and activities, such as tagging
monarch butterflies in the prairie
so scientists can track their
migration to Mexico. Recently,
Indiana University’s Glenn
Black Laboratory performed an
archaeological study there with
Sycamore’s help.
As with all our nature preserves,
Sycamore volunteers, staff, and
contractors put many hours
of work into taking care of it
every year: mowing the trails,
pulling invasive plants like garlic
mustard, picking up trash along
the road, and regularly checking
in on the land. Taking care of
nature is the core of Sycamore’s
mission. We’re so grateful to
Patsy Powell for her generosity,
foresight, and faith in entrusting
her land to us to be cared for
forever as the Powell Preserve.
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UPC O M I N G E V E N TS & VO LU NTE E R O PPO RTUNITIES
Join us for a hike, workday, or special event! Hikes are free for Sycamore members;
suggested donation for non-members is $5/person or $10/family unless otherwise
specified. Volunteer days are always free. For more details on an event and to RSVP
(required for hikes and volunteer days), visit sycamorelandtrust.org/events.

AUGUST
8/15

JUNE
6/5

6/11

Wednesday, June 5, 10:00–11:00 am
Yellowwood Farm (Brown County)
Explore this bottomland habitat that is home to critters big and small, protected forever by
a Sycamore conservation easement. Wear shoes and clothes you don’t mind getting wet.
Meeting time and carpool location TBA.

SEPTEMBER
9/7

WEEKDAY WALKERS

Tuesday, June 11, 9:30–11:00 am
The Cedars Preserve (Monroe County)
Enjoy a morning walk at our peaceful, wooded preserve in southwest Monroe County. Meet
at 9:00 AM near the Sam’s Club gas station to carpool, or meet us at The Cedars at 9:30.

THIRD THURSDAY PRESERVE-A-PRESERVE DAY

Thursday, June 20
Time and location will be announced on our website for our monthly volunteer workday.
RSVP and find more info at sycamorelandtrust.org.

JULY
7/10

7/18

7/17
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Thursday, August 15
Time and location will be announced on our website for our monthly volunteer workday.
RSVP and find more info at sycamorelandtrust.org.

LITTLE HIKERS: CREEK STOMP

9/19

6/20

THIRD THURSDAY PRESERVE-A-PRESERVE DAY

LITTLE HIKERS: INSECTS GALORE

Wednesday, July 10, 10:00–11:00 am
Powell Preserve (Monroe County)
Explore this meadow habitat for butterflies, beetles, spiders, and more. We’ll use sweep nets to
help us find what is hiding where our eyes can’t see. Meeting time and carpool location TBA.

THIRD THURSDAY PRESERVE-A-PRESERVE DAY

BROWN COUNTY NATURE DAZE

Saturday, September 7, 1:30 pm
Laura Hare Nature Preserve at Downey Hill
As part of the 12th annual Nature Daze outreach event sponsored by the Brown County
Native Woodlands Project, we’ll be hosting a hike at our beautiful 598-acre nature preserve
in Brown County. More information will be posted on our website and bcnwp.org.

THIRD THURSDAY PRESERVE-A-PRESERVE DAY

Thursday, September 19
Time and location will be announced on our website for our monthly volunteer workday.
RSVP and find more info at sycamorelandtrust.org.

OCTOBER
10/4

ANNUAL CELEBRATION

Friday, October 4, 5:30–9:00 pm
Monroe Convention Center (302 S College Ave, Bloomington)
Save the date for our 29th Annual Celebration! Tickets will go on sale this summer; look
for an invitation in July. If you’d like to volunteer to help set up or work the event, email us
at events@sycamorelandtrust.org.

Eastern phoebe at Beanblossom Bottoms Nature Preserve, April 2019 | Chris Fox

Thursday, July 18
Time and location will be announced on our website for our monthly volunteer workday.
RSVP and find more info at sycamorelandtrust.org.

MEMBER MIXER

Wednesday, July 17, 4:00–7:00 pm
Upland Brewpub (350 W 11th St, Bloomington)
Connect with other Sycamore members and meet our staff at this all-ages hangout on the
patio at Upland. Admission is free; drinks and food are on you.
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$20,000 AND ABOVE

B U S I N E S S AND FO U ND ATION S UP P ORTERS

S TA F F & BOA RD

APRIL 1, 2018 - MARCH 31, 2019
Executive Director: John Lawrence
Development Director: Ann Connors
Land Stewardship Manager: Chris Fox
Environmental Education Director: Shane Gibson
Administrative Director: Susan Haislip Daleke
Communications Director: Abby Henkel
Volunteer Conservation Intern: Ellen Bergan
Editor of The Twig: Abby Henkel
Graphic Designer of The Twig: Danielle Kay Lucas

Laura Hare Charitable Trust | Ropchan Foundation

M AI L IN G AD D R ESS
P.O. Box 7801, Bloomington, IN 47407-7801
www.sycamorelandtrust.org
info@sycamorelandtrust.org

$1,000 TO $19,999

Harmony

Click the logos at
sycamorelandtrust.org/give
for easy setup.

Jenny Johnson
Bill McCoy
Judith Stewart
Maria Viterisi
John Whikehart
Linda Williamson
Lindsay Wood

Gardens

A DV IS O RY B OA R D

Scheetz

LIMESTONE POST
W R I T E R S W I T H A VO I C E , P H OTO G R A P H E R S W I T H A V I S I O N

✦

✦

✦

Mike Baker
Bill Bussing III
Doug Dayhoff
Jim DeCoursey
Steve Ferguson
Burney Fischer
Baron Hill
John Hurlow
Rick Johnson
George Korinek
Jim Madison
Vicky Meretsky

Jim Murphy
Ted Najam
Del Newkirk
Karen Pitkin
Patti Pizzo
Ron Remak
Scott Russell Sanders
Randy Shepard
Betsy Smith
Judy Stewart
Tom Tarzian
Todd Young

Anonymous
Bussing-Koch Foundation
Lorenz Family Charitable Trust
Monroe County Soil and
Water Conservation District
Sarkes and Mary Tarzian Foundation
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If you shop at Kroger and
Amazon, you could be
supporting Sycamore at no cost
to you! Simply register Sycamore
as your nonprofit of choice on
your Kroger Plus card, and use
our Amazon Smile link whenever
you shop on Amazon.

Thank you!

B OA R D O F D IR E CTORS
Sarah Baumgart
Brian Besser
Bob Costello
Tim Dunfee
Jim Eagleman
Elain Caldwell Emmi
George Huntington

SHOP TO SUPPORT
SYCAMORE

GET IN TOUCH!

HELP MAKE
forever
HAPPEN
Sycamore Sustainers help
Sycamore plan for the future
and fulfill our promise to
protect land forever.
You can join in the effort
by starting your easy,
automatic monthly gifts at
sycamorelandtrust.org/donate

facebook.com/sycamorelandtrust
@sycamorelandtrust

THANK YOU!

#sycamorelandtrust
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Spring is coming! A Little Hiker tries his hand at tapping
a maple tree for sap. This year’s Little Hikers: Making
Maple Syrup activity will take place on Saturday, March 4,
from 12 – 2 p.m. at Cedar Crest, Sycamore’s headquarters
in Monroe Co. See p.12 for more information.

Request the latest edition of our
free Nature Preserve Guide at
sycamorelandtrust.org/preserve-guide

EXPLORE YOUR WORLD
DISCOVER A NEW HIKE
ENJOY THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Photo by Michiko Owaki
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