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Sycamore Land Trust

2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Sycamore members

YOU ARE CHANGING THE
COURSE OF INDIANA’S
NATURAL HISTORY.
In 2019, with your help, we grew Sycamore’s footprint of permanently
protected land to more than 10,000 acres. Together we tackled new
stewardship projects to restore the land to nature. Your support
helped kids and adults develop a lifelong love of the outdoors. And
because of you, we are stewarding safe habitat and plentiful sources
of food for more wildlife, plants, and insects than ever before.
As this report goes to print, the COVID-19 health crisis
continues to grow. At the same time, nature continues.
And thanks to you, so does Sycamore’s work
Thank you for your support, passion, and trust!

321

acres added to
permanent protection

1,107

hours of volunteer work

COVER PHOTO BY ELLEN BERGAN AT THE AMY
WEINGARTNER BRANIGIN PENINSULA PRESERVE
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MISSION, VISION,
AND LEADERSHIP
OUR MISSION

To preserve the beauty, health, and diversity of southern
Indiana’s natural landscape through strategic land
conservation and environmental education.

OUR VISION

We envision a future in which southern Indiana has diverse
and abundant habitat for native plants and animals, as well
as clean air and water, working lands that are productive
and sustainable, and people who embrace the connection
between a healthy environment and our quality of life.
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LAND
ACQUISITIONS

Acre by acre, expanding our impact

Acres acquired for
permanent protection:
YOUR
SUPPORT
MADE THIS
HAPPEN!

Thanks to our members, Sycamore is making great strides
in permanently protecting the wild landscapes we love and
depend on in southern Indiana. Family foundations, generous
land donors, corporate donors, families of all sizes, and
enthusiastic groups are coming together to help us preserve
and restore these natural areas for future generations. In 2019
you helped us with four major acquisition projects. Thank you!

Laura Hare Nature Preserve
at the Confluence
33 ACRES | MONROE COUNTY

321

Total acres
protected:

10,030

Rob McCrea marks a boundary at the newly acquired
Laura Hare Nature Preserve at the Confluence

Located at the confluence of Beanblossom Creek and the White River, this
land contains mostly young forest and frontage along both bodies of water.
Across the river is a bald eagle nest. Purchased with generous support
from the Laura Hare Charitable Trust, this key parcel provides valuable
floodplain and forest habitat for a multitude of special and protected
species, and serves as an important cornerstone in our ongoing work to
protect land in our Beanblossom Creek Bicentennial Conservation Area.

Donated by the children of Sam Hays after his death in 2019, these special
woods had been in the family since 1815 and protected by a conservation
easement with Sycamore since 2009. Sam planted 30,000 wildlife-friendly
native trees on it in 2001 with support from The Nature Conservancy.
The land contains a portion of Little Indian Creek, which runs into Big
Indian Creek and eventually into the Ohio River. Because water quality in
Little Indian Creek is a concern for the Indiana DNR, protecting this land
forever will help contribute to cleaner water in the Ohio River watershed.

Hardwood Habitat
188 ACRES | OWEN COUNTY

An anonymous couple donated this large tract of wooded land not far from
Hoot Woods, Sycamore’s old-growth forest. By arranging this donation
as a life estate gift, the couple retains access to the land for hiking and
receives certain tax benefits during their lifetime, while Sycamore is now
the permanent owner and protector of the land. Dotted with seasonal wet
fields and small ponds, this hardwood forest preserve provides habitat
for migratory songbirds like the state-endangered cerulean warbler.

Another addition to our protected land in the Beanblossom Creek area,
this tract includes habitat for the state-endangered Kirtland’s snake and
frontage along both Beanblossom and Griffy creeks. Due to very old deeds
and documentation, this land project took years to sort out but was well
worth the hard work! Sycamore purchased the land using a grant from the
Ropchan Foundation, Sycamore member support, and the last of the funds
granted to us by the State of Indiana from the Bicentennial Nature Trust.
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Pfrimmerhoff Preserve
92 ACRES | HARRISON COUNTY

Oxbow Preserve addition
15 ACRES | MONROE COUNTY

Juvenile barred owl at Beanblossom Bottoms
Nature Preserve | Chip Methvin
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LAND
STEWARDSHIP

2016

Parts of the recently acquired Amy Weingartner
Branigin Peninsula Preserve are thickly
covered in invasive garlic mustard. Volunteers
help staff pull garlic mustard in the spring
to begin a multi-year control effort.

2017

The most heavily invaded area is again thick with
garlic mustard, which volunteers and
staff pull again in the spring. Chris
Fox is hired as Sycamore’s first
YOU CAN HELP STOP
full-time Land Stewardship
THE SPREAD OF INVASIVES
Manager later this year.
BY WIPING YOUR BOOTS ON

The Dirty Work
Land stewardship is a pillar of our work
on the land Sycamore owns. Once a
parcel is entrusted to Sycamore to be
protected forever, we begin the process of
restoring it to nature. The goal is to create
habitat for the plants, mammals, birds,
fungi, insects, and microscopic creatures
that make up our diverse ecosystems.
Sometimes that entails simply
monitoring a healthy forest like Hoot
Woods once or twice a year. Other
preserves require much more work –
maybe they’re overrun with invasive
plants, or have become a dumping
ground for people who choose to leave
their old tires and fridges in natural areas.
Every year we develop a stewardship plan
with priority areas, projects, and goals.

THE BOOT BRUSHES AT
PRESERVE ENTRANCES!

2018

Chris takes volunteers and staff to continue garlic
mustard pulling for the third spring. Efforts start
to diminish the plant’s hold on the landscape.

2019

We start to see success! From entire hillsides
covered, we now only see patches here and there.
Native plants like Virginia bluebells now cover
ground that was once all garlic mustard. These
native seeds were simply waiting in the soil
for years until they had a chance to sprout.

2020

Efforts continue this spring and beyond, because
garlic mustard seeds can stay in the ground for
years. Because the peninsula is more isolated
than other preserves and doesn’t have a big
deer presence, it’s easier to contain the spread
of garlic mustard and other invasives.

In 2019, that involved a lot of invasive
species removal. Here’s a look at
how our hard work has paid off.
With your help, we’re diminishing invasive
plants so that native plants can thrive!
Native plants provide immense ecosystem
benefits that invasives cannot. Learn more
at sycamorelandtrust.org/plant-natives.

Native wildflowers at
the Powell Preserve
prairie in 2019

2020 STEWARDSHIP
PLANS
Creating habitat and seeing success

This year our stewardship plans will include an
increased focus on building habitat that can
be hard to find, like constructing wetlands and
maintaining openings for species that depend on
early successional fields (burns, brush management,
mowing, and cutting brush by hand). We’ve also
got some exciting tree plantings in the works.
Land stewardship planning takes a long-term view,
as much of the work we do today won’t come to full
fruition for decades or even generations. But the
Powell Preserve (Monroe County) gives us a good
taste of what’s to come as we transform habitat.
Long a migratory stop for monarch butterflies,
recently the maturing wildflower prairie has finished
blooming by the time they arrive, so the monarchs
don’t find food there. But Chris Fox noticed that in
the areas where we mowed in 2019, there were more
plants at a diversity of stages – leaving flowers with
nectar in late summer for the visiting butterflies.

Monarch butterfly at the
Powell Preserve | Chris Fox
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One day in September, Chris went to check on the
prairie. He was greeted by an astonishing sight:
alongside thousands of dragonflies, hundreds of
monarchs covered the prairie, of which he gently
caught and tagged 40 for scientists in Mexico
to track when they finish their migration.
7

VOLUNTEERS
From ongoing teams to one-day company
volunteer days, from Eagle Scouts to retirees,
Sycamore’s volunteers are diverse and
enthusiastic about making a difference.
Here are some highlights from 2019.

Undergraduate and graduate students from IU
volunteer their time to give back to the community and
supplement their studies. We’re grateful for their hard
work and excitement!

A small but mighty group of gardening experts meets
weekly most months to tend the gardens at Cedar Crest,
where our office is. A grant from the Raymond Foundation
will help Sycamore turn an old, overgrown garden into an
educational space for visitors and groups.

While we’re disappointed to know there are people who
dump their trash at nature preserves, we’re heartened
at the generosity of volunteers who enthusiastically
clean it up, like this group at Eagle Slough Natural Area
in Evansville.

When it’s the right time to treat a specific invasive
plant, we need all hands on deck to tackle it right
away. Stewardship Assistant Ellen Bergan and Advisory
Board member Vicky Meretsky were joined by student
interns from the Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge
to pull garlic mustard at the Restle Unit of Muscatatuck
and Sycamore’s Restle Natural Area, adjacent to
Beanblossom Bottoms.

Chris Fox worked with a big group from the IU Libraries
on a company volunteer day at Beanblossom Bottoms
Nature Preserve.

SYCAMORELANDTRUST.ORG/VOLUNTEER

Not all our work takes place
outdoors. We’re lucky to have expert
volunteers who lend their time
on the board of directors, serving
on committees like Acquisitions
and Development, helping with
tasks in the office, and at special
events. Every task adds up – look
at the impact you made in 2019!
Want to get involved?
We’d love your help! Visit
sycamorelandtrust.org/volunteer
for more information on volunteer
opportunities and contact info.

Forester and Sycamore volunteer Josh Wagner (leaning on the tree) leads a tree identification hike at Scarlet Oak Woods for
members and staff. | Robert Stoffer

1,107
Hours of volunteer work

(plus all the work that goes uncounted!)
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140
People who donated
their time

36
Locations of volunteer
projects
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BEANBLOSSOM
BOTTOMS NATURE
PRESERVE
Lessons learned at the boardwalk

Chris Fox led the year-long effort to rebuild
and repair the boardwalk at Beanblossom
Bottoms. When the trail and trees were
damaged in a tornado one month after
reopening in May 2019, his crew got right
back to work to make the trail safe for visitors.
These are some of the lessons Chris learned
in his year at the swamp. See a video of
his talk at our Evansville Sycamore Social
at youtube.com/sycamorelandtrust.
Thanks to our major project funders for
helping Sycamore make the boardwalk
renovation happen: Nina Mason Pulliam
Charitable Trust, Duke Energy Foundation,
Loren Wood Builders, and Oliver Winery.
Thanks also to the many Sycamore supporters
who donated for the tornado repair efforts.

Every step counts

Be creative
Face adversity
with a smile
Expect the
unexpected

Together we can

Keep your head up
(you might see a state-endangered
American bittern!)

Environmental Education Director
Shane Gibson explores a creek with
a Little Hikers event attendee

MAKING NATURE
ACCESSIBLE
When you love nature, you want to protect
it. But what if there’s something stopping
you from getting in touch with nature?
With your help, Sycamore is breaking down barriers
to experiencing the great outdoors. Whether
it’s physical limitations, discomfort with hiking
alone, fear of bugs and dirt, or something else,
we welcome all to our trails and environmental
education so all people can connect with nature.
BEANBLOSSOM BOTTOMS BOARDWALK RENOVATION:
made the trail sturdier, more resistant
to slipping, and easier to access

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION: introduced thousands of participants to hands-on nature learning, like
fishing with Community Transitions students at MCCSC, Little Hikers public events introducing wild
edibles like maple syrup, growing native plants with students across southern Indiana, and more

PUBLIC HIKING EVENTS on weekdays to
provide socialization for retired adults
at a comfortable walking pace
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BLAZING TRAILS
When we ask members what you care about in our annual donor
survey, hiking trails are always among the top three reasons. Your
feedback encourages us to continue building trails and taking care of
the existing 35 miles of trails on our public preserves! With the help of
volunteers and our wonderful IU student employees alongside our fulltime staff, we blazed new trails last year and have big plans for 2020.
Trevlac Bluffs Nature Preserve
We cleaned up brush that was growing over parts of the bottomland
trail at this Brown County preserve and added blazing to mark the
path more clearly. We also built a new portion of the trail along
Beanblossom Creek, which we’re continuing to work on in 2020.

Heth-Washington Elementary School
This rural school near Corydon is a community hub. On its campus
were two acres of overgrown, uninviting woods. Old trails were
swallowed up by an impenetrable edge of invasive plants. In 2016
Sycamore brought our Environmental Education program to HethWashington’s classes, and saw an opportunity to make the woods
more inviting. Teachers used to say “don’t go in the woods”
when a ball would make its way to the forest’s edge. Working
with the school, we envisioned a space where teachers and
students could say, “Let’s go to the woods!”
Using funding from our endowment at the Harrison County
Community Foundation, which was established by the late Sam
Hays, we hired a landscape architect, Woodland Works, and
Eco Logic LLC to help make a plan and prepare the site. Parent
Lucas Coffman donated wood for outdoor seating. Eagle Scout
Theodore Copperwaite cleared trails, prepared sites for bridges,
and cut dead ash stumps for seating. Students planted oaks
and hickories. Tapping into our experience with the boardwalk
at Beanblossom Bottoms, Sycamore staff and volunteers used
leftover boardwalk material to build bridges across the creek.

Expert trail volunteer Jim Shearn

This year a ribbon-cutting ceremony is planned to dedicate
the woodland restoration and outdoor classroom project.
We’re honored to help the students and families of
Harrison County connect to this beautiful natural area!

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS
Conservation easements allow donors to place permanent
restrictions on the use of their lands while still retaining ownership.
The restrictions remain with the property, no matter who owns
it in the future. A conservation easement is a powerful way for a
private landowner to ensure the permanent protection of a special
natural place; they account for 4,055 acres of the land we protect.

I’m very happy that Sycamore has been putting more emphasis on not just preserving land, but
taking good care of the land. I think John [Lawrence] was fantastic at putting an emphasis on that
himself [when he was Assistant Director]. He would come and walk the land with all those Sycamore
signs on his back and go to every corner of the land to post a sign. One time he came in spitting
snow. His love for every square inch of that land has been an inspiration for me over the years.
MYRIAM WOOD, OWNER AND DEDICATED CARETAKER OF FISH CREEK PRESERVE IN OWEN COUNTY,
PROTECTED BY A SYCAMORE CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Property visits
Every year, Sycamore staff visit each property we protect to
check that everything is in good shape. With 118 land deals over
the past 30 years and 10,030 acres, that’s a lot of time outdoors!
We especially enjoy communicating with every landowner who
has a conservation easement with Sycamore. Their passion
for protecting nature and their connection to a special piece
of land inspire us that our community’s future is bright.
Chris Fox took this shot of a creek while monitoring a
private preserve in eastern Monroe County protected by a
conservation easement. Moments like this remind us why
we’re doing this hard work — because Forever is worth it.
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IN YOUR OWN
WORDS
Sycamore members are the reason
we can accomplish so much, year
after year. From a few dozen
members in our early days to
more than 1,100 annual supporters
today, each person makes a
difference. We love hearing why
you support local conservation
and education with Sycamore!
If you’d like to share your thoughts,
email them to Abby Henkel at
abby@sycamorelandtrust.org.
Thank you!

Carol and Larry Weingartner
“We live in a world where one can feel
overwhelmed with all the problems that need
urgent solutions. We can only prioritize where
to expend our time, efforts, and resources. In
our case the choice is Sycamore Land Trust.”

Emily Tornga

Photographer (@the_peck_deck on Instagram)
“It’s important for me to support the preservation of
habitat for species in decline, such as the red-headed
woodpecker. I am grateful Sycamore has recognized this
space as not only important to this one species of bird,
but to the unique ecosystem that supports all life there.”
Emily photographed this red-headed woodpecker at Beanblossom Bottoms
Nature Preserve, one of her favorite birdwatching spots in Indiana.

Roland and Sue Bydlon
“We’ve been members of Sycamore Land Trust since we moved to
Bloomington three years ago. We love hiking at Amy Weingartner
Branigin Peninsula Preserve and Beanblossom Bottoms Nature Preserve.
I enjoy networking with other members to discuss what the land trust is
doing and how to help with conservation efforts. Sycamore is great group
of people doing very important work in an educational and fun way.”

We threw a party to launch the sale of our firstever Sycamore coffee blend at Needmore Coffee
Roasters, which raised over $1,000 for Sycamore
and sold out in a few months.

More than 100 people showed up one sunny
Saturday morning in May to celebrate the
reopening of the new boardwalk trail at
Beanblossom Bottoms Nature Preserve.

We were pleased to honor the staff of Visit
Bloomington with our Conservation Business of
the Year award. Photo by Robert Stoffer.

We handed out 400 native tree seedlings at our
annual Arbor Day Tree Giveaway to help build
habitat in backyards all over the region.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
An important way to keep the Sycamore community
strong is by connecting our members! We love seeing
you at events, hearing your thoughts, and collaborating
on the issues we care about. It was tough to pick
just a few highlights from special events in 2019.

Sycamore partnered up with local businesses
including title sponsors Hoosier Heights and Loren
Wood Builders to host our third-annual screening
of the Reel Rock Film Tour, an international rock
climbing film festival. Photo by Robert Stoffer

We greeted 300 people at our annual Holiday
Celebration at The Fields, including these three
young members enjoying their new copy of
“Wake Up, Woods” by Shane Gibson, Michael
Homoya, and Gillian Harris.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION
Inspiring a love of the outdoors

In 2019 our Environmental Education Director,
Shane Gibson, brought 244 programs to
classrooms and organizations in 9 counties.
Project-Based Learning at MCCSC
One prominent initiative for our education program
in 2019 was project-based learning. A relatively
new statewide program for public schools, PBL
facilitates hands-on learning through projects that
address real-world problems. Shane worked with
classrooms across the Monroe County Community
Schools Corporation on projects including:
•

Watershed research and erosion prevention
at the school pond with first- and fourthgraders at Unionville Elementary

•

Dendrology (tree) studies and studentled presentations with first-graders
at Highland Park Elementary

•

Native plant studies and landscaping at
University and Marlin elementary schools

Indiana Junior Master Naturalist
Sycamore is the official partner organization for
the fifth- and sixth-grade students at Harmony
School in Bloomington, in their pursuit of the
Junior Master Naturalist certification. Shane
collaborates with classroom teachers to lead
students through all sorts of adventures.
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•

Wetland habitats at Beanblossom Bottoms: While
studying wetland restoration and habitat benefits,
students sketched observations, tracked data, and
dipped sieves into the water from the boardwalk.

•

Forest habitats at Yellowwood Farm: An
exploration hike took students through this
privately owned Brown County forest protected
by a Sycamore conservation easement.

•

Food webs at the Amy Weingartner Branigin
Peninsula Preserve: Part educational hike,
part “let’s just get out in winter,” Shane taught
students about bioaccumulation, the fault line
in Lake Monroe, and the history of the lake.
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PARTNERSHIPS
Conservation is no small task. Restoring and protecting land
forever requires the work of many dedicated people from all
backgrounds. Sycamore is pleased to partner with all sorts of
groups to get the work done. Some partnerships in 2019 included:

PRESCRIBED BURNS FOR
GRASSLAND HABITAT
BLOOMINGFOODS MAKES
POSITIVE CHANGE
PURDUE DEER STUDY
Purdue researchers are conducting
a study on the impacts of deer at
our Laura Hare Nature Preserve
at Downey Hill. Some of the trailcam footage has been pretty cool,
like this pic from last February.

Shoppers “rounded up” their
totals to raise a stunning
$9,400 for Sycamore.
Bloomingfoods East also
hosts Sycamore for our annual
Arbor Day Tree Giveaway each
April. The 2020 event has been
cancelled due to COVID-19.

Sometimes you need all hands on
deck, especially for a prescribed
burn. Chris Fox helped staff at
The Nature Conservancy with
a burn on this Brown County
property. The partnership
continued at our Laura Hare
Nature Preserve at Downey Hill,
where Tommy Gunn from TNC
brought his RTV to assist Chris
with invasive plant management.

TEAM SYCAMORE
Our staff is dedicated to making a difference, empowered by the
passion and support of Sycamore members. Seven full-time employees
and three part-time student assistants make up our professional team.
Thanks to the incredible hard work of volunteers and the support
of members like you, we’re empowered to accomplish so much!

36
9

EXPERIENCE

COLLECTIVE YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE WORKING FOR SYCAMORE

COLLEGE
DEGREES

4

GRADUATE
DEGREES

1

EDUCATION
ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE IN
ANTIQUE CAR REPAIR

FAVORITE SOUTHERN INDIANA SPECIES
CAROLINA WREN, BLACK-EYED SUSAN, PERSIMMON TREE, SANDHILL CRANE, BOBCAT,
NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY SONGBIRDS, RED-HEADED WOODPECKER, VIRGINIA BLUEBELLS

FUN FACTS

about our staff
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FAVORITE SYCAMORE PRESERVES
LAURA HARE NATURE PRESERVE AT DOWNEY HILL, AMY WEINGARTNER BRANIGIN PENINSULA
PRESERVE, COLUMBIA MINE PRESERVE, BEANBLOSSOM BOTTOMS NATURE PRESERVE
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CORPORATE SUPPORTERS
Sycamore is honored to receive the support of companies
large and small. From major cash donations to in-kind gifts for
our silent auction, every company makes an impact. We are
encouraged by the way business owners view their responsibility
and opportunity to make change in their community.

Vectren, a CenterPoint Energy Company
“Vectren is proud to partner with Sycamore on their
environmental education efforts. We value their commitment
to conserving land and ensuring our communities are healthy
and green for future generations. We love to partner with
organizations on multiple levels such as through volunteer
efforts, grant awards, and in-kind donations.”
—AMANDA SCH M ITT
Abby Henkel and Chris Fox take Sycamore’s new truck,
donated by Vectren in 2019, to a property visit.

Kristi Gibbs (second from right)
stands with Angela Martin (far
left) and Sycamore staff Ann
Connors and John Lawrence while
dropping off her donation check.

Kristi Gibbs Real Estate
“As a realtor, I’ve been selling building lots in Shawnee Bluffs
Estates, where the Amy Weingartner Branigin Peninsula Preserve
shows residents first-hand how land preservation efforts
provide an amazing asset in their own neighborhood. With that
in mind, it was clear that supporting Sycamore individually
made sense! My kids can be found outside collecting bugs
and enjoying nature, so showing support for an organization
that preserves and protects the environment hits home for
our family. I started Gibbs Gives in 2019 which also supports
Sycamore through donations directed by my clients. My
business has a very strong philanthropic arm and I donate to
local organizations who I think are using funds responsibly.”

Our corporate supporters come from 17 cities in Indiana and beyond.

75 companies donated to Sycamore in 2019.
Corporations gave a total of $344,848 in cash and in-kind gifts.

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Namaste Foundation
“We are in love with the natural world. Today’s world needs all
of us to become part of that lovefest. The Namaste Foundation
supports Sycamore Land Trust so that it can protect our beautiful
Hoosier natural spaces for present and future land lovers.”

Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust
“The land Sycamore protects provides habitat for
endangered wildlife. That’s vitally important because your
properties are accessible to the public, so visitors can
interact not just with the preserve itself but everything
that’s in it.” —DAVID HILLMAN, PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Tennessee warbler at Beanblossom
Bottoms Nature Preserve | Chip Methvin
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Private foundations play a crucial role in Sycamore’s ability to purchase
land. Some of our most exciting acquisitions were possible only because
of the generosity and leadership of private foundations. Please help us
thank them for their commitment to conservation in southern Indiana!
Raymond Foundation
“We support Sycamore Land Trust because of its ability to
reach different people from so many different backgrounds
to transform their love of the natural world into concrete
action. Whether it is the education of young people in growing
native plants or the preservation of forests, Sycamore gives
us more than talk. Sycamore gives us hands-on results.”

Ropchan Foundation
“The Ropchan Foundation is a family foundation established by
Sam Ropchan, a Ukrainian-Canadian who, in the 1940s, settled in
Fort Wayne, IN. Over time, Sam grew alarmed by the growing loss of
native flora and fauna in northern Indiana and decided to dedicate
his monies to do something—to help fund habitat preservation,
restoration, and environmental education. Sycamore Land Trust’s
work falls directly into the RF mission. It’s a win-win scenario.”
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FINANCIAL REPORT
NET WORTH
Red fox in Gibson
County | Steve Gifford

Land $11,351,368
Investments and Endowments

$4,370,454

Operating Funds

$1,217,730

Buildings and Equipment

$520,821

TOTAL

$17,460,373

FISCAL YEAR 2018/19
Revenue
Contributions, memberships and
planned gifts
Non Cash Contributions

776,940

43%

712,735

39%

Government Grants

162,786

9%

Other Income
Investment Income
TOTAL

-108,964
281,235
$1,824,732

-6%*
15%

736,389
119,509
99,324
$955,222

77%
13%
10%

Expense
Program Services
Management and General
Fundraising
TOTAL

NET

$869,510

*Sycamore donated 74 acres of land valued at $181,566 to the US Fish and Wildlife
Service for inclusion into the Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge, which is
reflected as a loss of financial value for accounting purposes

(January 1 – December 31, 2019)

BUSINESS AND FOUNDATION DONORS $20,000 AND ABOVE

WAYS TO GIVE
Nature welcomes all to hike through woods and wetlands, grow
food to sustain life, cultivate beautiful gardens that support
wildlife, and stay nourished with clean water and air. In return,
we must do our part to take care of our environment.

Laura Hare
Charitable Trust

Protect Our
Woods

From all walks of life, in every part of the world, people come
together to preserve and restore natural habitat. You can be a
part of this effort! We’re grateful for every person who steps up
however they can to join and support the Sycamore Land Trust
community. Here’s how you can get involved and help out:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Become a member and renew your annual membership
Join our Legacy Circle by including Sycamore in your will or retirement plan
Bring your family and friends to Sycamore’s public nature preserves
Spread the word through conversations and social media
Contribute to a Sycamore endowment to ensure a strong future
Volunteer for a workday, special event, or office project
See if your employer has a program to match donations to nonprofits
Plant your own pocket of prairie in your backyard
Donate land to be protected forever
Become a business or foundation supporter and enjoy special donor benefits
Name a preserve, trail, tree, or bench in honor of a
loved one through a cash contribution

For more information, visit www.sycamorelandtrust.org/give
A complete list of 2019 donors can be found at
sycamorelandtrust.org/impact
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THANK YOU!
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Bloomington, IN

PROTECTING LAND, RESTORING
HABITAT, AND CONNECTING
PEOPLE TO NATURE IN
SOUTHERN INDIANA SINCE 1990.

812-336-5382
www.sycamorelandtrust.org

SYCAMORE LAND TRUST
P.O. Box 7801
Bloomington, IN 47407

PHOTO AT BEANBLOSSOM BOTTOMS NATURE
PRESERVE
BY ELLEN BERGAN

Sycamore Land Trust

