“Flash of Red”
by Alison Ummel, age 11

Kids’

Nature
Discovery

2022 CALENDAR

Sycamore Land Trust is a nonprofit organization
founded in 1990 that preserves land, restores habitat,
and connects people to nature in southern Indiana.
We protect more than 10,000 acres by owning and caring
for nature preserves and helping to protect privatelyowned land. Our ongoing land stewardship projects restore
natural habitat, improve water quality, remove invasive
plants to encourage biodiversity, protect threatened and
endangered species, and maintain over 30 miles of hiking
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PHOTO: BEANBLOSSOM CREEK BICENTENNIAL CONSERVATION AREA, A CONSERVATION CORRIDOR THAT
WE PRESERVE AND STRATEGICALLY EXPAND TO PROTECT WETLANDS AND OTHER IMPORTANT HABITATS
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SYCAMORE’S PUBLIC
NATURE PRESERVES

Public
Nature
Preserves
Other land
protected by
Sycamore
Bartholomew
County
· Touch the Earth
Natural Area
· Tangeman Woods

Brown County
· Laure Hare
Nature Preserve at
Downey Hill
· Trevlac Bluffs
Nature Preserve

Greene County

Get in touch
info@sycamorelandtrust.org
(812) 336-5382

facebook.com/sycamorelandtrust
@sycamorelandtrust

WWW.SYCAMORELANDTRUST.ORG

· Canyon Forest
Nature Preserve

Lawrence County
· Jeremy Keith
Oakley Preserve

Monroe County
· Amy Weingartner
Branigin Peninsula
Preserve
· Beanblossom Bottoms
Nature Preserve
· Bob Klawitter
Lake Lemon Woods
· Porter West Preserve
· Powell Preserve*
*temporarily closed

Pike & Gibson
Counties
· Columbia Mine
Preserve

Vanderburgh
County
· Eagle Slough
Natural Area

JANUARY 2022

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Bayly Ummel
Age 14
“Sneaky Thief”

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Bark is beautiful.
Left to right:
American beech,
shagbark hickory,
sassafras,
American sycamore
Beech Leaves
Look for soft and very pale leaves still
on the tree in winter. American beech
trees are marcescent, as are oaks,
which means they can hold their dead
leaves on their branches all winter.
Gray Squirrels don’t hibernate, they
spend winter in “dreys” they build in
tree branches. With the leaves off the
trees, you can see these big nests
that look like balls of sticks and mud.
To conserve energy, gray squirrels
only venture out in the morning and
evening. They prepared for winter by
storing acorns, nuts, berries, and tree
bark in shallow holes near the trees.
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New Year’s Day
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Sunrise: 7:55am
Sunset: 5:57pm
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Full
moon
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Sunrise: 7:52am
Sunset: 6:10pm

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day

23

24
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Ground Squirrels, found in
northern Indiana, hibernate
in burrows underground.

1

New
moon

“Eastern Gray Squirrel in the Snow”
by Catherine, Age 4

“Thirteen-Lined Ground Squirrel”
by Tulsi Dwiel, age 9

7

SATURDAY

25

26

31
Listen for Owls This is the
best time of year to hear owls
like the Great Horned Owl
and Barred Owl as they set
up territories and find mates.
Photos: Great horned owl,
Steve Gifford, and a young
barred owl, Chip Methvin
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Bald Eagles are on their
nest sites by February, lay
eggs in March, and hatch
out in April after a 25-day
incubation period. January
and February is a good time
to see eagles if the ice is
breaking up because they
are able to feed on fish.

FEBRUARY 2022

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:

SUNDAY

Will the groundhog see a shadow?
This groundhog said hello on
our wildlife cameras last spring.
Accordinat to legend, the groundhog’s
shadow after emerging from its
burrow on February 2 predicts the
weather for the next six weeks. If no
shadow is seen due to cloudy weather,
spring will come early.
Also called “whistle-pigs” (for the
high-pitched warning they emit
when threatened) and “woodchuck”
(possibly derived from the Algonquin
Native American word for the
groundhog, wuchak), their burrows
can be over 6’ deep and over 20’ long
with multiple entrances and chambers
including a sleeping
room, birthing room
and bathroom.
“The Red Baron”
Phinehas
Crum,
Age 8
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TUESDAY
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New
moon
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FRIDAY
4

SATURDAY
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Sunrise: 7:44am
Sunset: 6:23pm
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Groundhog
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Valentine’s Day

Cottontail rabbit

21

22

Striped skunk

Full
moon

Winterberry

Great Backyard
Bird Count

Sunrise: 7:31am
Sunset: 6:36pm

23

24

25

26

Maple sugaring season begins mid-Feb. to mid-March when night
time temps are below freezing and daytime are above freezing. Visit
sycamorelandtrust.org/maple-syrup for a maple tapping tutorial..

28
Virginia
opossum

“The Blue Jay”
Jael Gafford, Age 9

2

THURSDAY

Groundhog Day

President’s Day

Cardinals and blue jays
are year-round residents
and do not migrate. They
are the most common
birds seen this month.

WEDNESDAY

Shade Backus
Age 8
“Bald Eagle Series”

Raccoon

Eastern
gray squirrel

Bobcat

Look for
animal tracks
in the snow.

A bald eagle’s nest at Beanblossom Bottoms Nature
Preserve is visible a few hundred feet from the beginning
of the boardwalk, when there are no leaves present to hide
it. On your right, watch for an ash tree next to the trail in the
shape of a “Y” (unfortunately dead due to the emerald ash
borer). Once next to it, turn left so your back is to the tree
and look far into the distance for a large nest up in the trees,
perpendicular to the trail. It helps to bring binoculars!

Fiddleheads

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:
SUNDAY

The Full Worm Moon is named for the
hatching and movement of caterpillars
and earthworms as temperatures warm.

Wood Frogs
are one of the first
amphibians to emerge in the spring
after spending winter under leaf litter,
where up to 60% of their body freezes.
Listen for their distinctive quacking
sound as they gather at vernal ponds.
These seasonal pools of water that
appear in spring are important habitat
for frogs emerging from their winter
rest at the bottom of frozen ponds and
muddy depths. Salamanders emerge
from their winter burrows to mate in
vernal ponds like this one at Trevlac
Bluffs Nature Preserve.

MARCH 2022
MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

WEDNESDAY

2

Madison Horrocks
Age 5
“Waterfall and Trees”

THURSDAY
3

FRIDAY
4
Sunrise: 7:15am
Sunset: 6:48pm
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Set clocks forward.1 hour

St. Patrick’s Day

20
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22

5

New
moon

“Worms After
the Rain”
Cade Williams,
Age 6

Daylight Savings
Time starts

SATURDAY

23

24

12

Full
moon

Sunrise: 7:57am
Sunset: 7:59pm

25

26
Pussy
Willow
catkins

Vernal Equinox

The first day of spring,
night and day are of
equal length.

27
Mourning Cloak butterflies
overwinter as adults in tree crevices
and under loose bark. They emerge in
early spring on warm days.
American Woodcocks’ courtship dances begin
in early spring, as the snow melts back in open
fields. Visit Touch the Earth Natural Area at
dawn or dusk to listen for a nasally, buzzing
“peent” sound and the whistle of wings. After
rising up to 300 feet in the air, males perform
a twisting and twirling flight display before
landing in the same spot they took off from.
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28

29

30

31
Indiana bats
emerge from
winter
hibernation.
“Wood Duck Starting to Grow”
Atlas Tucker, Age 9

Skunk Cabbage
appears in wetlands.
They are among the
first plants to emerge
in the spring.

Ducks in Winter
Late winter is a good time to look
for ducks that spend winter in Indiana,
like the colorful male wood duck.

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:
SUNDAY

Spring ephemerals start to bloom.

APRIL 2022
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Avalon Eells
Age 10
“Girl in the Rain”

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
1

New
moon

April Fools’ Day

Look for the early and brief blooms
of spring ephemeral wildflowers in
woodlands. Left to right: hepatica,
snow trillium, cutleaf toothwort,
Dutchman’s breeches, spring beauty,
and mayapple. Download our free
Indiana Native Wildflower Coloring
Book at sycamorelandtrust.org/learn.
Super Full Moon, April 16
Because the moon is close
to earth this month, it will
appear slightly larger.
Eastern Comma
and other butterflies
that overwinter here
have emerged from
sheltering in holes
in trees or under
loose bark.
Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds
return from migration.
This is the time to put out
hummingbird feeders.

SATURDAY
2

Sunrise: 7:38am
Sunset: 8:09pm

National
Trails Day
Ramadan starts
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Sunrise: 7:20am
Sunset: 8:19pm

Full
Super
Full Moon moon
The Lyrid
meteor shower
begins.

22

23

Passover starts
Good Friday

17
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Earth Day
The Lyrid
meteor shower is
at its peak.

Easter

24
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27

28

29

30
New
moon

Trout lily

Whip-poor-wills
Starting this month, the males’
distinctive, repetitive “whip-poor-will”
call can be heard from dark to the early
dawn hours. The intensity is influenced by
moon phases and the breeding cycle.

26

Arbor Day

Spring Peepers
Frogs, turtles, and snakes
become active as the
weather warms. In wetlands
like Beanblossom Bottoms
Nature Preserve, listen for
the high-pitched song of
spring peepers.

The Lyrid meteor
shower April 16-25,
peaks April 22-23.
Watch for meteors
9:30pm to 6:30am.
The best displays
will be at 6am.

MAY 2022

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:
SUNDAY
1

Tulip Tree, Indiana’s
state tree, is flowering.

Super Blood Moon and Lunar
Eclipse, May 16 This full moon
will be close to the earth so it will
appear slightly larger than usual.
As the moon enters the earth’s
shadow at the start of a lunar
eclipse, it becomes red. Because
the eclipse is in the morning, a total
eclipse will only be visible in the
country’s western states.
Oak tree catkins (male flowers)
are open. Oaks support over 500
caterpillar species, which are
important sources of food for birds
and other animals.
Monarch butterflies begin to arrive
in Indiana in late May. These are the
children and grandchildren of the
generation that migrated south to
Mexico last fall.

MONDAY

2

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

4

3

Kai Liff
Age 7
“Kingdom of Fantasy Flowers”

THURSDAY
5

FRIDAY
6

8

9

Mother’s Day

World
Migratory
Bird Day

15

16

10

Prairie
warbler

11

12

13

14

World Migratory Bird Day, May 9 is a day to recognize
the need for global conservation to ensure the
continued survival of all our migratory bird species.

Full
moon

17
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21

National
Endangered
Species Day

Total Lunar Eclipse
Super Full Moon
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31
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28

Eastern Redbud tree blossoms
are beautiful and edible. Eastern
redbud is ‘cauliflorous,’ meaning
flowers appear on its trunk.

Memorial Day

Eastern box turle, Pat Patro

7

Sunrise: 6:57am
Sunset: 8:35pm

New
moon

Turtles are crossing
roads as they climb uphill
to soft, drier soil to dig
nests and lay their eggs.

SATURDAY

Violets are delicious. Make a violet tea
by steeping a cup of violets in a cup of
boiling water, cooling, and refrigerating
for 24 hours. Then do an experiment:
add lemon juice, see what color it turns!
Sweeten for a yummy lemonade.
Jack-in-the-Pulpit

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:

JUNE 2022

Luna Moth

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

Moths
are active
at night.

Niko Liff
Age 5
“Grandma’s
Garden”

THURSDAY
2

Io Moth by
Io Dwiel, age 6
Super Full Moon
The full moon appears
slightly larger this month
because it is closer to the
earth. It is called the strawberry
moon because wild strawberries
ripen this time of year.
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FRIDAY

SATURDAY
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Sunrise: 6:41am
Sunset: 8:54pm

National
Trails Day
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Fireflies. emerge between
the third week of May and
third week of June.
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Full
moon

Sunrise: 6:41am
Sunset: 9:00pm
Serviceberry is also
called Juneberry
because its edible
fruits ripens in June.
Red Fox kits are now
old enough to spend
most of their time
outside of the den.
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Summer
Solstice

Fathers Day
Juneteenth

26

21
The first day of
summer and longest
day of the year.

27

28
New
moon

Trilliums

Apple-Cedar Rust Galls can be found on the
branches of eastern red cedars. Most of the
year they are small and brown, but in the
late-spring rains, they transform into an
orange, jelly-like ball covered with horns.

Blue-Flag Iris
is blooming
this month at
Beanblossom
Bottoms Nature
Preserve.

Monarchs Eggs
The eggs that will become
Generation 2 of the breeding
season are laid here on milkweed
plants. Generation 2 mates and lay
eggs here soon after emerging.

JULY 2022

Butterflyweed

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:
SUNDAY

Many native wildflowers are blooming.

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Maiya Marinova
Age 6
“Gorgeous Rainbow
with the Sun”

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
1

SATURDAY
2

Sunrise: 6:45am
Sunset: 9:02pm
Wildflower meadows at Sycamore’s
preserves are buzzing this time of year.
Creating habitat to support pollinators
like bees, butterflies, and moths and
other wildife is just as important at
home and in our neighborhoods as it is
on Sycamore’s nature preserves. Visit
sycamorelandtrust.org/learn for tips on
planting to benefit wildlife at home.
Beneficial native flowers to support
pollinators (left to right): Purple
prairie clover, wild bergamot/bee
balm, lance-leaved coreopsis, hoary
vervain, American goldfinch on purple
coneflower, and rough liatris.
Firefliy
Flash Patterns
Each firefly species has
a unique flash pattern. Spend
some time counting and comparing
the flashes of different fireflies at
dusk. Did you notice a new species?
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Independence Day
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Full
moon

Sunrise: 6:52am
Sunset: 8:59pm
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New
moon

Black
Swallowtail

31
“Paleozoic Sea”
by Raphael, age 8.5
and Folc, age 9
Crinoid Fossils can be found if you
look closely in creek beds. Crinoids
are marine animals that lived here
roughly 485 million years ago.

During the Paleozoic era,
Indiana was covered by a
warm sea that was home to
abundant marine life.

Monarchs
Generation 2 and 3 of
the breeding season are
mating and laying eggs.

AUGUST 2022

White-lined
Sphinx Moth

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:

SUNDAY

Common Milkweed is
flowering. Milkweeds
are known to feed over
450 insects including
bees, butterflies, ants,
beetles, and more.

7
Oak Trees are the most
beneficial species to
plant for biodiversity.
They support over 500
species of caterpillars and moths.
By 2022, Sycamore will have planted
100,000 trees in southern Indiana. We
carefully choose trees that benefit the
wildlife that depend on our preserves.
Many of the trees we plant are oaks.
“The White Oak Tree” by
Sami Mandell age 11
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Sunrise: 7:06am
Sunset: 8:44pm
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Trails Day
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Full
moon

New
moon

28

Watch an Eastern Red-shouldered
Hawk take off in slow motion in
our wildlife camera footage at
sycamorelandtrust.org/wildiife

MONDAY

Madeline Hartley
Age 10
“Beauty of the Night”

29

30

31

Ghost Pipe is
blooming in the
woods. It looks a
like a mushroom
but it is actually a
flower pollinated
by bees.

The Monarch “Super Generation” is the
4th and last genration of the breeding year
that flies to Mexico for winter and begins
the migration back north in the spring.

SEPTEMBER 2022

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Hollow Trees Are Full of Life
This huge hollow tree is in Sycamore’s
protected Hoot Woods, one of Indiana’s
few remaining old-growth forests.
Birds like prothonotary warblers,
eastern bluebirds, red-headed
woodpeckers, and barred owls rely
on the cavities of dead and dying
trees for nesting. These cavity nesters
finish rearing their young by autumn
and other animals use the cavities
for the winter months, including
mice, raccoons, and southern flying
squirrels. Groundhogs will soon
burrow beneath the decaying roots to
hibernate starting in mid-October.
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Fall Migration
Watch for
songbirds
heading south
this month.

FRIDAY
2

SATURDAY
3

Sunrise: 7:25am
Sunset: 8:12pm
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Labor Day
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When a hollow tree eventually falls,
it continues to provide shelter for
reptiles, amphibians, opossums, foxes,
skunks and other animals.
New England
Aster Asters
bloom late into
fall, providing a
nectar source
for pollinators.

THURSDAY

1

Jewelweed is also called “Touch-MeNot” because its seed pods explode
when touched. It reportedly helps
soothe the sting of poison ivy rash.
Make a tea and freeze into ice
cubes to rub on an itchy rash.

Selena Garcia
Age 10
“A Home to All of Us”

25

Mushrooms appear with the first cold rains,
including these puffballs.at Laura Hare Nature
Preserve at Downey Hill. Give them a gentle
poke with a stick to release a puff of spores.
Stinkhorns (elegant stinkhorn pictured here)
have a long, slimy body and smell gross;
Turkey Tails are beautiful and medicinal.

26

13

Acorns are
falling to
the ground.
Oaks provide
important food
for wildlife.

Shagbark
Hickory’s
tasty nuts
fall to the
ground in
autumn.
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14

Sunrise: 7:35am
Sunset: 7:53pm
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22

23

Autumnal Equinox
Day and night are
equal length today
and fall begins.
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28

29

30

New
moon

Goldenrods, important natives for
pollinators, are blooming.this month.

24

Full
moon

OCTOBER 2022

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:

SUNDAY

Tulip
Poplar
Liriodendron
tulipifera

MONDAY

TUESDAY

American
Beech
Fagus
grandifolia

Fall Colors
will vary.
White Oak
Quercus alba

Shagbark
Hickory
Carya ovata

2

WEDNESDAY

3

Northern
Red Oak
Quercus rubra

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
Eastern
Redbud
Cercis
canadensis

Black
Walnut
Juglans nigra

5

4

Phoebe Curell
Age 9
“Fox’s First Fall”

6

7

SATURDAY
1
Marbled
salamanders
mate in autumn
under leaf litter.

8

Sunrise: 7:49am
Sunset: 7:25pm

Sugar Maple
Acer saccharum
Sweetgum
Liquidambar
styraciflua

Red Maple
Acer rubrum
Scarlet Oak
Quercus
coccinea

Pin
Oak
Quercus
palustris
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Full
moon
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Indigenous
People’s Day
Columbus Day
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New
moon

Black Gum
Nyssa
sylvatica

30

Halloween

31

Turn your Jack-o-lantern into a bird
feeder after Halloween by cutting it in
half, adding birdseed, and hanging it up.
Leave your yard messy for winter wildlife.
Wildlife still depend on the plants after the flowers have dried.
In winter, seeds provide food and the plant becomes shelter.
Leave your yard messy and wait to until spring to “clean up.”

Sassafras (leaves like
mittens) turn many
colors in fall. What color
is the one you find?
Seeds are beneficial and beautiful.
Try looking at the seeds you find
through a magnifying glass or a
microscope.
These milkweed seeds were collected
at Powell Preserve to grow plants for
habitat restoration.

NOVEMBER 2022

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:

SUNDAY

Pixie Cup Lichen Look on tree stumps
for tiny lichen thalli with projections in
many shapes including bowls, spears,
and spikes. The bowls on these pixiecup lichen were spotted at Canyon
Forest Nature Preserve.
Total lunar eclipse, November 8
The full moon’s diameter will appear a
little smaller during this lunar eclipse,
as it occurs 5.8 days before apogee on
Nov. 14. Every month, the moon’s orbit
varies from apogee, its most distant
point from Earth, to perigee about two
weeks later, the moon’s closest point
in its monthly orbit.
Red-headed woodpeckers like this
one at Beanbossom Bottoms are one
of many species of birds that nest in
cavities of dead or dying trees.
They are threatened
Listen for
due to habitat loss.
woodpeckers
Photo by Steve Gifford
drumming on tree
trunks. They peck at
tree bark to uncover
insects to eat, but
loud repetitive
drumming is for
communication.

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

WEDNESDAY

2

Elise Koehl
“Tom and Several
Hen Turkeys”

THURSDAY

3

FRIDAY
4

SATURDAY
5

Sunrise: 8:12am
Sunset: 6:54pm

6

7

Daylight Savings
Time ends

Full
moon

9

10

Total Lunar Eclipse
Election Day

Set clocks back 1 hour
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14
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11

12

Veterans Day

16

17
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19

Sunrise: 7:25am
Sunset: 5:44pm
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21
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23

24

25

26

New
moon

Thanksgiving Day

27

28

29

30

Wild turkeys’ heads change
color to show their emotions.
Blue means excited.
Wild Turkeys were hunted almost to extinction
in the early 1900s. Conservation efforts have
helped restore their populations. Our wildlife
cameras captured this mother with 13 poults
(baby turkeys) near Beanblssom Bottoms!
Watch at sycamorelandtrust.org/wildlife

Common Milkweed seed pods at Columbia Mine Preserve

DECEMBER 2022

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR THIS MONTH:
Spring
peeper
Where
do frogs
go in winter?
Frogs and toads don’t hibernate.
They lower their heart rates and body
temperatures to wait until spring, called
brumation. Some species burrow deep
into the ground below the frost line,
others under leaf litter, and some wait
at the bottom of bodies of frozen water.
Spring peepers use high concentrations
of glucose as an “antifreeze” in their
organs to keep them alive while parts of
their body become frozen. On warm days
you might hear them calling.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

Beavers seal up their lodges with
a mud shell in the fall but leave
a hole in the center of the roof to
allow air to come in. Sometimes, on
cold days, you can see steam rising
out of the hole like a chimney.

Bre Watkins
Age 12
“Winter Wonderland”

FRIDAY
2

SATURDAY
3

Sunrise: 7:37am
Sunset: 5:41pm
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Full
moon

Icicles
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16
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Sunrise: 7:48am
Sunset: 5:43pm

18
Bobcats, coyotes, foxes, deer, rabbits,
and porcupines do not hibernate and
remain active all winter. These images
were taken on our wildlife cameras near
Beanbossom Bottoms Nature Preserve
of animals who spend winter here.
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20

21

22

23

24
New
moon

Winter Solstice
The shortest day
of the year

Hanukkah starts

25

26

Christmas Day

Kwanzaa starts
Hanukkah ends

Virginia opossums (right) raccoons, chipmunks,
and skunks are not true hibernators and may
emerge from their shelters every few weeks.
An opossum snacks on a mushroom for our
“Squirrel Log Cam” near Beanblossom Bottoms.
Watch at sycamorelandtrust.org/wildlife.

27

28

Christmas Eve

29

30

31

New Year’s Eve

Winter solstice is the
official start of winter.
It is the shortest day
and longest night of the
year, but winter’s coldest
weather is still to come.

Chrismas Fern Look for this ancient
evergreen native fern in woodlands.
It appears is fossil records as early
as 400 million years ago!

Sycamore Land Trust’s mission is to protect
land, restore habitat, and connect people to nature
in southern Indiana. This first edition of our Kids’
Nature Discovery Calendar encourages noticing
seasonal changes in plant and animal life on our
preserves and features gorgeous nature-themed
art from local young artists and nature lovers.
Learn more at sycamorelandtrust.org

“Spicebush Swallowtail”
by Sophia Slover, age 11

