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Dear Sycamore Friends,

Together with Sycamore’s 
many partners, our small but 
mighty nonprofit land trust 
has made great strides since 
1990. We now permanently 
protect 10,763 acres in southern 
Indiana, and have been a critical 
partner in acquiring another 580 
acres for other organizations. 
Each year we care for and 
help to restore more natural 
habitat, as well as connect 
thousands more people with 
nature through free education 
programming and our public 
trails. This work is amplified 
by the partnerships we have 
built since our founding, when 
members of the local  Sassafras 
Audubon Society dreamed 
of a community-supported 
nonprofit land trust to join 
forces with southern Indiana’s 
conservation organizations 
to protect land forever. 

I was reminded of the power of 
our partnerships this summer 

when 
volunteers 
from Duke Energy 
helped us place protective tree 
tubes around 400 newly-planted 
native trees at our Fix-Stoelting 
Preserve. I used a drone to 
capture these aerial photos of 
our tree planting and adjacent 
wetland construction project. 
Seeing 400 trees from this 
perspective made me reflect on 
how large of an area we covered 
when we planted 26,000 trees 
in our Beanblossom Creek 
Conservation Area this year. 

And it gave me a new 
appreciation for how many 
people it takes  to make habitat 
restoration projects like this 
a reality.  As you’ll read in 
more detail further on, this 
significant undertaking was 
only possible because many 
partners joined with us to make 
it a reality: multiple partner 
organizations, project funders, 
contractors, Sycamore staff 
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and volunteers, and the family 
that sold the land to Sycamore 
at a bargain price so it could 
become a nature preserve.

Partnerships like these and many 
others expand our collective 
reach far beyond what we can 
accomplish alone. In this issue, 
we highlight current projects 
made possible because of our 
strong network of partners and 
supporters. There isn’t room 
to highlight each of our many 
important relationships, so 
please know we are grateful 

to every one of you for your 
part in our work – for your 
enthusiasm, experience, and 
generous support as we continue 
to make great strides toward a 
better future.  Together, we are 
making a great positive impact 
for nature in southern Indiana.

Yours in Nature,

John Lawrence  
Executive Director 

This fall, we finished the construction of a new wetland at Fix-Stoelting 
Preserve in Monroe County. Two excavated wetland areas are separated by 
a native tree planting to restore bottomland forest habitat.  John Lawrence   

O N  T H E  C O V E R
A aerial view of Fix-Stoelting Preserve in our Beanblossom Creek 
Conservation Area shows the furrows of a native tree planting 
completed this summer and construction in process on new 
wetland areas. The white tree tubes were added this summer 
and fall to protect the new trees. Photo by John Lawrence 3



Landscape-scale conservation 
is land management that 
involves working in collaboration 
and working at a large scale.
Sycamore strives to create 
connectivity and build large 
blocks of protected habitat by 
prioritizing acquiring land that is 
adjacent to our nature preserves 
or other protected natural 
areas. This fall, we received 
significant state funding from 
the Next Level Conservation 
Trust, administered through 
the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), to 
help acquire land that will expand 
our Sam Shine Foundation 
Preserve, Beanblossom Bottoms 

Nature Preserve, and add more 
protected wetland habitat to our 
Beanblossom Creek Conservation 
Area. This conservation corridor 
has grown to over 2,000 acres 
today, protecting vital habitat 
along Beanblossom Creek in 
Monroe County and Brown 
County. As part of our focus on 
landscape-scale conservation, 
Sycamore has acquired land to 
help expand many protected 
habitats in Indiana, including 
Hoosier National Forest, Patoka 
River National Wildlife Refuge, 
and Goose Pond Fish & Wildlife 
Area. And this year, we became a 
partner in the Southern Indiana 
Sentinel Landscape program.

PARTNERSHIP SPOTLIGHTS Sam Shine Foundation Preserve  
Nate Engbrecht

LANDSCAPE-SCALE CONSERVATION
THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS

128 10,763
PROJECTS ACRESFALL 2022

BY KATE HAMMEL , COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
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In our Beanblossom Creek 
Conservation Area, we planted 
26,000 native trees this year at 
Sam Shine Foundation Preserve, 
Fix-Stoelting Preserve, and 
Skylar’s World Forest at Dan 
Efroymson Preserve. We also 
created new wetland areas at 
Fix-Stoelting Preserve. These 
important habitat restoration 
projects were funded by the 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’s 
(NRCS) Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP), with 
additional generous support 
from Ducks Unlimited, Bulleit 
Distilling Co, American Forests, 
Sassafras Audubon Society, US 
Perennials, Michael Day, and 
our members. The National Wild 
Turkey Federation supplied the 
tree planting plans and Habitat 

Solutions Wildlife and Forest 
Management was contracted to 
plant the trees. NRCS designed 
the wetland areas and Stanger 
Excavating constructed them. 
Sycamore was able to acquire 
the restoration properties with 
support from the Sam Shine 
Foundation, the Indiana 
Bicentennial Nature Trust, the 
Laura Hare Charitable Trust, 
the Efroymson Family Fund, 
and many other donors. Michael 
Edgeworth and the Fix and 
Stoelting families sold their 
land for below-market value as 
bargain sale donations. Several 
other landowners worked with 
Sycamore to sell their land at full 
value to add 
to the nature 
preserves.

PARTNERING TO

CREATE NEW FORESTS & WETLANDS

Fix-Stoelting Preserve  
John Lawrence

To protect the new trees and increase their chance of 
survival, Duke Energy volunteers helped install tree tubes 
on over 400 saplings at Fix-Stoelting Preserve. Mary Welz



Staff and volunteers celebrated 
growing 7,000 plants in our new 
Native Plant Nursery this year, 
grown from seed we sustainably 
collected on Sycamore preserves. 
They were planted to restore 
wetland habitat at Fix-Stoelting 
Preserve in our Beanblossom 
Creek Conservation Area and at 
other nature preserves in Monroe 
County. This project is possible 
thanks to the generosity of many 
volunteers, Indiana Native 
Plant Society, Monroe County 
- Identify and Reduce Invasive 
Species (MC-IRIS), Eco Logic 
LLC, US Perennials, and more.

PARTNERING TO

GROW NATIVE PLANTS

PARTNERING TO

CONTROL INVASIVE SPECIES

Ellen Bergan

Kate Hammel

A bee enjoys blue vervain 
grown from seed in our Native 
Plant Nursery and planted 
at Sam Shine Foundation 
Preserve this year. Chris Fox



Controlling invasive, non-
native species on our preserves 
is a big task. Hundreds of 
volunteers each year participate 
in volunteer workdays to help 
us restore habitat. Three times 
this summer, volunteers from 
Cummins Inc. helped remove 
invasive plants at Tangeman 

We are enhancing our ability to 
use controlled burns for habitat 
restoration. After a successful 
prescribed fire last year at Touch 
the Earth Natural Area with 
Habitat Solutions Wildlife & 
Forest Management, we are 
preparing for two more burns 
this fall: Sam Shine Foundation 
Preserve with Habitat Solutions 
and Laura Hare Nature Preserve 
at Downey Hill in partnership 
with The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC). This important land 
management tool will help give 
young oaks a chance to establish 
where beech and maple have 

Woods and at Touch the Earth 
Natural Area in Bartholomew 
County. They also learned about 
native and invasive species 
on a guided nature walk with 
Mary Welz, Education Director, 
and met an eastern box turtle 
on the trail, which is a species 
of state special concern.

taken over understory, open 
up the soils so that they can 
regenerate native wildflowers that 
have been smothered, remove 
accumulated debris to reduce 
the spread or intensity of future 
fires, and help control some 
invasive species. Sycamore’s 
Land Stewardship Director Chris 
Fox serves as a board member 
on the Indiana Prescribed 
Fire Council and works with 
agencies and NGOs across 
the state to help educate and 
promote prescribed fire, including 
Hoosier National Forest, 
Indiana DNR, TNC, and others. 

PARTNERING TO

HEAL THE LAND

Touch the Earth Natural Area 
 Rob McCrea
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This little brown skink (Scincella 
lateralis) was found during a 
herpetological study at Touch the 
Earth Natural Area this summer 
in partnership with Indiana 
DNR. It is believed to be a new 
county record for Bartholomew 
County, the first time this 
species has been formally 

While out maintaining the 
trail at Trevlac Bluffs Nature 
Preserve, our Land Stewardship 
team had a rare sighting: two 
live freshwater mussels on the 
shore of Beanblossom Creek. 
Mussels are good indicators of 
water quality and a hopeful sign 
that our partnerships with the 

documented in the county. The 
study also found 56 snakes in 
one day under coverboards 
at Sam Shine Foundation 
Preserve and documented 
the first state-endangered 
Kirtland’s snake (Clonophis 
kirtlandii) at Trevlac Bluffs Nature 
Preserve in Brown County. 

Monroe County Soil & Water 
Conservation District and 
others are helping to improve 
water quality in this important 
habitat corridor. Mussels are 
one of the most imperiled 
groups of animals in the world, 
impacted not just by pollution 
but also by silt from erosion.

PARTNERING TO

MEASURE BIODIVERSITY

PARTNERING TO

 IMPROVE WATER QUALITY

Ben Genter

Chris Fox
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Our many effective partnerships 
help to broaden our capacity 
to protect land across southern 
Indiana. At a workday at 
Eagle Slough Natural Area in 
Vanderburgh County, volunteers 
helped remove tires and trash 
brought in by flooding from 
the Ohio River and clear a 
large downed tree from the 
trail. Thank you Eagle Slough 
Adopt-a-Month volunteers 
and many others for helping 
to maintain the preserve. At 
Columbia Mine Preserve in Pike 
and Gibson Counties, Friends of 
the Patoka National 
Wildlife Refuge 
began restoring 
native prairie in 
the island of the 
parking turnaround 
and cleared brush 

for a beautiful new vista to 
Laura Hare Lake. Thank you to 
Patoka River National Wildlife 
Refuge for managing Columbia 
Mine Preserve and to Friends 
of the Patoka, who are integral 
to its care and maintenance.

PARTNERING TO

MAINTAIN PUBLIC PRESERVES

Native prairie restoration 
at Columbia Mine Preserve  

Susan Haislip Daleke

Susan Haislip Daleke
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BY CHRIS FOX, LAND STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR

a BioBlitz. If you are wondering 
what a BioBlitz is you’re not 
alone. Though the concept has 
been around for quite some 
time, the phrase and popularity 
of the event is fairly new. You 
may, however, have heard of the 
popular Audubon Christmas bird 
count which is similar except 
its focus is on counting birds as 
you might suspect. Essentially, 
a BioBlitz is a 24-hour intensive 
survey of a natural area that 
attempts to document all the 
plants and animals encountered, 
from Asters to Zebras (or in our 
case Zebra swallowtails). These 
surveys give a snap shot of the 
biodiversity of a property. The 
results from a BioBlitz provides 
useful information to land 
managers and conservationists 
and is also a great opportunity 
to educate the community about 

As I scanned the field on that 
early morning in June, I was 
surrounded by a flurry of activity 
and could feel the buzz of 
excitement in the air. Next to me 
stood a big white tent, under 
which there were tables lined 
with snacks and coolers filled 
with ice water. Backpacks and 
gear were scattered about and 
a line had formed at the check 
in table. Outside the tent, teams 
huddled together to discuss the 
plans and strategy for the day. As 
I took it all in, my mind wandered 
back to cherished memories 
of weekends spent in a similar 
way as both a soccer player and 
then later as a coach. However, 
this day was different. This 
was clearly not another soccer 
tournament. In fact, it wasn’t 
a sporting event of any kind. It 
wasn’t even a competition, it was 

to Survey
TEAMING UP

WETLAND 
BIODIVERSITY
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the diversity of organisms 
that live in and depend 
on a piece of land. And 
occasionally, these intensive 
surveys will even lead to the 
discovery of a new species of 
plant or animal. “Would this 
BioBlitz discover something 
new and exciting?” I quietly 
whispered to myself. 
As I contemplated that 
possibility, I heard someone 
call out, “Can we get this 
show on the road? We are 
burning daylight.” Suddenly, 
I realized everyone had 
gathered around the 
observation deck where 
I stood, like runners at 
the starting line anxiously 
waiting for the start of a race.  
As I welcomed everyone 
and gave some general 
information about the plan 
for the day, I felt a sense of 
awe and gratitude. In front 
of me stood some of the top 
scientists and researchers in 
the state, the MVP’s of their 
respective fields of study. To 
say I felt a bit intimidated 
was an understatement. 

On Saturday, June 4, Sycamore Land Trust and 
Indiana Academy of Science (IAS) hosted a 
“BioBlitz” at Beanblossom Bottoms Nature 
Preserve, Sycamore’s public nature preserve 
protecting important wetland habitat in 
Monroe County.  A “BioBlitz” is defined as 
a period of intensive field study focused 
on finding and identifying as many species 
as possible over a short period of time to 
get a snapshot of the area’s biodiversity. 
More than 70 scientists affiliated with the 
IAS joined Sycamore for a 24-hour period of 
biological surveying to gather information 
on species found at the preserve, including 
flowering plants, grasses, trees, birds, insects, 
fish and mussels, fungi, mammals, and 
more. They identified unique or important 
habitats for protection and management and 
documented species occurrence to guide 
further study, including rare, threatened, 
and endangered species. Funding for this 
event was provided through the generosity 
of the IAS and the Raymond Foundation. 

Later this year, the IAS will publish a final 
report from the Beanblossom Bottoms 
BioBlitz. This report will include highlights 
on the various plants and animals recorded, 
as well as a discussion about the health 
of the preserve. Sycamore’s stewardship 
staff will use this information to help guide 
the future management of the preserve. 
The IAS will return for another BioBlitz 
at Beanblossom Bottoms in 10 years.

Beanblossom Bottoms 
Nature Preserve “BioBlitz”  
 J U N E  4 ,  2 0 2 2

Photos by Chris Fox 11



The crowd consisted of nearly 70 
experts, both professional and 
amateur scientists, including; 
botanists, ornithologists, 
herpetologists, entomologists, 
mycologist (just about every kind 
of “-ologist” you can imagine) 
to name just a few. They were 
all here thanks to the Indiana 
Academy of Science (IAS) and 
their deep passion for research 
and conservation. This event was 
the culmination of three years 
of planning. It started in 2019 
when Sycamore applied to be a 
host site for a BioBlitz conducted 
each summer by the Academy 
and was then selected in 2020. 
However, the pandemic caused 
an extra year delay but now 
the day had finally arrived. The 
dedicated researchers (many of 
which attend the event each year) 
came from various organizations, 
universities, cities, states and all 
walks of life to work together as 
part of a team to help Sycamore 

Land Trust learn more about this 
particular piece of land. This year 
the piece of land being surveyed 
was the Beanblossom Bottoms 
Nature Preserve. This preserve 
is a special place and has been 
dedicated as an Indiana State 
Nature Preserve by the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources, 
and it has also been designated 
as a state Important Bird Area by 
the National Audubon Society 
and a Wetland of Distinction 
by the Society of Wetland 
Scientists. The exceptional 
habitat at this wetland preserve 
provides a home for the federally 
endangered Indiana bat, the state 
endangered Kirtland’s snake and 
American bittern and many other 
rare, threatened and endangered 
species. Even though Sycamore 
staff have explored much of 

A light trap used to survey insect 
populations during the BioBlitz. Chris Fox

A state-endangered Kirtland’s snake 
(Clonophis kirtlandii) documented by 
Nate Engbrecht of Indiana DNR and 
the BioBlitz herp team. Chris Fox
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The tireless work of land trusts such as Sycamore Land Trust benefits all 
Hoosiers and this Bioblitz helps us give back by providing them with a specific 
list of organisms that exist on these beautiful natural areas that they are 
conserving. The data will be published in the Proceedings of the Indiana 
Academy of Science and on the IAS website for anyone to see and use. By 
recording the biodiversity at a location such as Beanblossom Bottoms Nature 
Preserve, we are highlighting the importance of land conservation in the state. 

As urbanization and agriculture expand in Indiana, natural areas like 
Beanblossom Bottoms become rarer, and the amount of biodiversity that 
is lost when these sites disappear is rarely known for certain. By recording 
this biodiversity we are giving Sycamore Land Trust the information they 
need to manage this land effectively and simultaneously helping the 
public learn about the precious diversity we are at risk of losing.”

DR. MARC A. MILNE 
PRESIDENT, INDIANA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE

Indiana Academy of Science 
(IAS) has supported the scientific 
research and education of the 
state’s scientists and students 
since 1885.  IAS is one of the oldest 
scientific professional membership 
organizations in the United States.  
It is the only multidisciplinary 
scientific organization in the state 
of Indiana, and is dedicated to 
promoting scientific research, 
diffusing scientific information, 
improving education in the sciences, 
and encouraging communication 
and cooperation among scientists.

A light trap used to survey insect 
populations during the BioBlitz. Chris Fox

Kate Hammel

13



the preserve over the years, 
it is still hard to really “know” 
all the species that depend on 
this property especially given 
that it is over 700 acres in size 
and is difficult to traverse as it 
is frequently flooded. To fully 
get a grasp on the diversity of 
plants and animals on a large 
piece of land with such a range of 
habitats you would need a team 
of experts like the group that had 
gathered on that June morning. 
Actually, Sycamore depends on 
dedicated individuals every day 
to accomplish our mission. The 
challenges are many but our team 
of dedicated volunteers, donors, 
members and partners are always 
up for the task. Like the Hickory 
Huskers basketball team from 
the movie Hoosiers, no task is 
too large when we work together 
as a team (see the interesting 

connection of Sycamore to this 
classic movie below). And with 
that thought, I summoned up my 
best Gene Hackman impression 
as Coach Norman Dale and gave 
some last minute instructions 
and sent “our team” out in to the 
field. As I watched the last few 
volunteers disappear into the 
swamp, I thought of the scene in 
the Field of Dreams as the White 
Sox players fade into the corn 
fields. I remember as one player 
asked Ray Kinsella (played by 
Kevin Costner), “Is this heaven?” 
To which Ray responded, “It’s 
Iowa”. And the baseball player 
wondered, “Iowa? I could have 
sworn this was heaven”.  Now I 
understand what that baseball 
player meant. Beanblossom 
Bottoms may be in Indiana, but 
I could swear it was heaven.

Hoosiers is a 1986 American sports drama film written by Angelo Pizzo. Angelo 
Pizzo is an American screenwriter and film producer, usually working on films 
based on a true story, and usually about athletics. He is best known for Hoosiers, 
Rudy, The Game of Their Lives and My All American. Angelo was born and raised in 
Bloomington where he still resides. He is the son of Tony and Patti Pizzo, who donated 
27 acres of land in Monroe County to Sycamore in 2008 to become Pizzo Preserve. 
Patti helped found Sycamore Land Trust and served on our Board of Directors.

Results from the Beanblossom Bottoms 
BioBlitz will be released later this year.  

Subscribe to our e-news at 
sycamorelandtrust.org/signup  
to stay up to date.

Chris Fox
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Great blue heron

Download our Wetlands of Southern Indiana 
coloring book illustrated by Mary Connors at 
sycamorelandtrust.org/coloring-book
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On a gorgeous, drizzly spring day, 
my daughter and I went for a walk 
through blooming dogwoods 
and redbuds to look for signs 
of spring in Powell Preserve’s 
restored meadow, a former farm 
field Sycamore planted with 
native wildflowers and grasses 
in 2007. Then we hiked up into 
the forested hills where we were 
surrounded by ephemeral spring 
wildflowers stretching out of 
the warming forest floor. As we 
stopped to appreciate the beauty 
of the budding spring forest 
below, a butterfly flew by, likely 
just emerged from its winter rest 
under tree bark. “I love it here,” 
Ember whispered. Me too.

Powell Preserve in Monroe 
County has been one of my 
favorite Sycamore preserves 
ever since, so it hurt last year 
when Sycamore had to close the 
hiking trail due to streambank 
erosion in the parking area. It 
will remain closed to public 
access for about two years while 
we restore the streambank with 
funding from Indiana DNR’s 
Lake and River Enhancement 
(LARE) grant program.

But good news helped soften 
the blow. The Hoosier Hikers 
Council (HHC) has partnered 
with Sycamore to build a new 
trail during the closure, opening 

BY KATE HAMMEL , COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Laura Hare Nature Preserve 
at Downey Hill Kate Hammel

BUILDING TRAILS 
with  THE HOOSIER 
HIKERS COUNCIL
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up parts of Powell Preserve my 
family has never seen. Once the 
parking lot is safe for visitors 
again, a new loop trail will be 
there to welcome us back, 
inviting everyone to explore 
the shores of Beanblossom 
Creek and climb deeper into 
those beautiful Hoosier hills. 

HHC has helped to build five trails 
at Sycamore preserves, most 
recently expanding the historic 
Outdoor Lab Trail to a one-mile 
loop at Tangeman Woods in 
Bartholomew County. Every 
third Saturday since 1996, rain 
or shine, cold or hot, near or far, 
HHC volunteers meet somewhere 
in Indiana to build a trail. They 
scout, flag, clear, cut, grade, break 
for lunch, and finally mark trees 
with painted white blazes to help 
signal the way, keeping visitors’ 
feet safely on the path instead 
of eroding the surrounding 
sensitive natural areas. 

For a beautiful fall hike, visit our 
Downey Hill Trail at the Laura 
Hare Nature Preserve in Brown 
County. In winter and spring, this 
6-mile loop trail offers sweeping 
views of rugged, steep ravines 
separated by small, clear streams. 

HHC volunteers began building 
the Downey Hill Trail in June 2014 
and continued on Third Saturday 
work days until the north loop 

was completed in early 2016. 
Pete Banta, who is on HHC’s 
Board of Directors, remembers 
scouting the trail with geologist 
Russell Boulding in 2014. Russell 
pointed out iron concretions 
and glacial erratics that helped 
Pete better appreciate the 
property and its significance. As 
glaciers moved across this land 
thousands of years ago, they 
carried boulders long distances 
and eventually dropped them 
to the ground as the ice melted. 
Along the trail, look for rocks 
bigger than your head with their 
rough edges rounded out and 
an overall different appearance 
from the rocks around it. Those 
glacial erratics don’t belong, 
telling the story of a landscape 
shaped over millions of years. 

 “The Downey Hill Trail has great 

Erosion in the parking lot has 
closed Powell Preserve for at 
least two years while we restore 
the streambank. Chris Fox
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memories for me,” Pete said. 
“While building the north loop, 
several HHC volunteers tackled 
a major project to shore up a 
section of trail that followed a 
narrow ridge down to the creek. 
Patrick Eaton used a chainsaw 
to mill a downed oak tree into 
a 10”x10”x20’ timber that we 
winched up the hill with come-
alongs. Then we had to slide the 
timber into place and secure it 
with longpoles that we milled 
from other fallen trees. This 
project took a couple of days 
to complete, but it paid off 
because that section of trail has 
held up well for many years.

“The south loop was completed 
in September of 2017 after being 
scouted and laid out by Patrick 
Eatson and Jim Shearn. Jim 
Ferguson caught the trail building 
bug in 2014 and has been working 
with HHC ever since,” Pete said. 
“He lives nearby and continues to 

monitor and maintain the trail.”

I asked Pete about his own trail 
building bug and what motivates 
him. “The work is rewarding 
because I can see an immediate 
impact that will benefit others 
for years to come,” he said. 
“I’m able to visit and explore 
natural areas that few others 
have seen. There’s a great sense 
of camaraderie with other folks 
who share a love of the outdoors. 
After working with HHC for many 
years now, it’s enjoyable to 
introduce others to trail work.”

Construction on the new trail at 
Powell Preserve has begun and 
will be completed in 2023, once 
erosion has been controlled 
and we have expanded and 
enhanced the parking area with 
support from the Community 
Foundation of Bloomington and 
Monroe County. In the meantime, 
HHC volunteers are staying 
busy working with The Nature 
Conservancy on a new, five-mile 
trail at Green’s Bluff Preserve 
in Owen County and hosting 
an annual “Run with the Foxes 
Race” in May and “Knobstone 
Mini Race” in October. 

Thank you for the trails, Hoosier 
Hikers Council, and all the 
adventures that come with them. 
Learn more and get involved 
at hoosierhikerscouncil.org.

Hoosier Hikers Council 
volunteers building a 
Sycamore trail in July 2016.

CONSERVATION
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Throughout this issue, we 
showcase the many ways that 
Sycamore Land Trust engages 
in partnerships to broaden our 
capacity, reach new audiences, 
and leverage limited resources. 
To complement our land 
preservation and stewardship 
efforts, we look to collaborate 
with conservation partners 
and local service providers to 
reach beyond the borders of 
the properties that Sycamore 
Land Trust owns and protects. 
Seeking to engage directly with 
landowners, land managers, 
and other boots-on-the-ground 

partners, we recently co-hosted 
two events in September to 
provide participants with 
direct access to resources for 
conservation funding, technical 
assistance, and hands-on land 
stewardship education.

 CONSERVATION  
 CONNECTION FIELD DAY 

On September 9th, Sycamore 
partnered to host a conservation 
field day for landowners and 
land managers within our 
Beanblossom Creek Conservation 
Area. Key collaborators included 

the Monroe 
County Soil 
& Water 
Conservation 
District, 
USDA Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service 

Conservation 
Connection Field 

Day Mary Welz

Partnering for Land Stewardship 
Education & Habitat RestorationBY MARY WELZ , EDUCATION DIRECTOR

CONSERVATION
CONNECTIONS

19



Invasive Species Workshop &  
Weed Wrangle Mary Welz

(NRCS), National Wild Turkey 
Federation (NWTF), US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
Eco Logic, Habitat Solutions 
Wildlife & Forest Management,, 
Stambaugh Forestry, Stanger 
Excavating, Wagner Forestry, 
and Beanblossom Creek 
area landowners including 
Mike and Bev Baker, Tim 
Terrel, and Todd Brinson. 

During the event, agency partners 
provided information on funding 
and support for conservation 
practices including: land 
preservation through Sycamore 
Land Trust; Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) and Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) through the 
NRCS; Partners for Fish & Wildlife 
Program through the USFWS; and 
the Stormwater Partnership Grant 

offered by the Monroe County 
Soil & Water Conservation District 
and Monroe County Highway 
Department/Stormwater Utilities. 

Landowners also learned 
about free technical assistance 
programs available through 
the NRCS, USFWS, and other 
partners such as the State of 
Indiana Cooperative Invasives 
Management and local 
Cooperative Invasive Species 
Management Area groups like 
Monroe County - Identify & 
Reduce Invasive Species (MC-
IRIS). The field day included 
visits to various non-public 
properties owned by Sycamore 
and other private landowners to 
observe conservation practices 
in action such as forest stand 
improvement, invasive plant 
control, wetland restoration, 
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and tree and shrub plantings. 
The event was made possible 
through the support and 
sponsorship from local service 
providers Eco Logic, Habitat 
Solutions Wildlife & Forest 
Management, Stambaugh 
Forestry, Stanger Excavating, 
and Wagner Forestry. 

 INVASIVE SPECIES WORKSHOP  
 & WEED WRANGLE 

Invasive species are a top threat 
to biodiversity at Sycamore Land 
Trust preserves and beyond, and 
invasive plant management is 
unfortunately a costly endeavor.  
Just like any other landowner or 
land manager, it is essential for 
us to prioritize our efforts due to 
limited staffing and resources. 
On September 17th, Sycamore 

partnered with Eco Logic and 
Monroe County - Identify & 
Reduce Invasive Species (MC-
IRIS) to host an Invasive Species 
Workshop & Weed Wrangle at 
our Porter West Preserve in 
Monroe County. The audience 
for this event was landowners 
and land managers in the area, 
to complement and extend the 
work we are doing on our own 
preserves. Participants gained 
tools to help them prioritize 
invasive species control, and 
learned how to identify common 
invasive plants and techniques for 
their control from various experts 
in the field, including Spencer 
Goehl and Natalie Marinova 
with Eco Logic; Ellen Jacquart 
with MC-IRIS; and Sycamore’s 
own Chris Fox and Mary Welz. 

Invasive Species Workshop &  
Weed Wrangle Mary Welz
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Sam told us shortly before 
his passing in 2019, “As I have 
watched the over-development 
and fragmentation of our rural 
landscape it becomes more 
important than ever to preserve 
natural areas like Beanblossom. 
Once gone they can’t be brought 
back. I am proud to have had 
a hand in helping Sycamore 
saving Beanblossom.”

I recently asked C. J., how does 
partnering with Sycamore to 
acquire connecting properties 
along Beanblossom Creek, 
align with the Sam Shine 
Foundation’s long-term 
conservation preservation goals?

He told me that “Partnering 
with Sycamore reflects the Sam 
Shine Foundation’s mission 
through expanding existing 
Sycamore land preserve areas 
that will be restored into native 
natural areas. This benefits 
forest health, freshwaters, and 
climate resilience. Sycamore 
has identified Beanblossom 
Creek as a key conservation 
area that will continue to have 
a perpetual, landscape-level 
impact in the Midwest.” 

For the past few years, Sycamore 
has worked with the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources 
to conduct scientific research to 
learn about the various species 

BY ANN CONNORS ,  
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SYCAMORE LAND TRUST 
- and the -

SAM SHINE FOUNDATION

A Strategic Conservation Partnership

For over twenty years, the Sam 
Shine Foundation has supported 
Sycamore, and has enabled 
Sycamore to acquire significant 
properties of critical conservation 
value along Beanblossom Creek, as 
well as expand our environmental 
education program. And the valuable 
guidance and encouragement 
that we have received from Sam 
Shine and C. J. Jackson, Executive 
Director, have greatly enhanced 
Sycamore’s positive conservation 
impact in southern Indiana. 

Sam Shine in front of the sign for the Sam 
Shine Foundation Preserve. Ann Connors
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that live at Sycamore’s 339-acre 
Sam Shine Foundation Preserve 
in Monroe County. And we have 
incorporated this information 
into site planning for the new 
80 - acre wetland that we are 
building on the property. I asked 
C. J., why is scientific information 
valuable in habitat restoration 
and stewardship, and is a focus 
of the Sam Shine Foundation?

C. J. explained that the “Sam 
Shine Foundation wants to 
be certain that our approach 
to innovative conservation 
methods are successful, and 
we want to know our methods 
are efficient, well placed, and 
impactful. Taking a scientific 
approach to conservation allows 
the Foundation to confirm 
that innovative conservation 
methods work and we can 
share our results with others.” 

Connecting people to nature, 
and educating the public 
about the environment is 
an important component of 
the work of the Sam Shine 
Foundation. I asked C. J., what 
does he hope to accomplish 
by supporting Sycamore’s 
environmental education 
program in southern Indiana?

He told me that “Supporting 
environmental education 
programs, like Sycamore has, 

that engages elementary and 
middle school students provide 
opportunities for young people to 
increase their understanding of 
nature and natural areas through 
experiential learning. The Sam 
Shine Foundation recognizes the 
benefits of introducing people 
to natural-world experiences 
at a young age and frequently. 
Programs that do this help ensure 
future generations will be good 
stewards of the land equipped 
with an ideal land ethic.” 

BEANBLOSSOM CREEK 
WILDLIFE CAMERA PROJECT: 
“FIRST FLIGHTS” VIDEO

New footage is now available from our 
motion-triggered wildlife cameras at Sam 
Shine Foundation Preserve. In our Bird Box 
Cam “First Flights” video, we captured the 
first flights of a new generation of native 
eastern bluebirds and tree swallows just 
fledged from their nests. Watch more 
new local wildlife footage from our Dam 
Cam, Squirrel Log Cam, Beaver Lodge Cam, 
and more in our “Beanblossom Creek 
Wildlife Camera Project” educational 
video and study guide, now available 
at sycamorelandtrust.org/wildlife.
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How a 

LOVE OF NATURE 
Grew Into a 

LONG-TERM PARTNERSHIP 
with Sycamore

“By donating my land to 
Sycamore, the trees will exist 
forever, and the land will 
be preserved. So Sycamore is 
the answer to my prayers.” 
 NANCY RALSTON
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Nancy Ralston grew up in 
a wooded property near 
Indianapolis. After earning her 
Ph.D from Indiana University 
and retiring as a Professor of 
Psychology and Department Chair 
at the University of Cincinnati, 
she built her dream home on 
100+ acres of forested land near 
Beanblossom Creek in Monroe 
County, which had been in 
her family for many years.  

After Nancy built her house, she 
worried what would happen to 
the land in the future. “I thought 
of all these hills being covered 
with houses and that would be a 
horrendous mess.” She read about 
Sycamore, met with Sycamore 
representatives, and in 2002 her 
donation was the first land gift 
to Sycamore of over 100 acres.  

Nancy’s commitment to 
preserving and restoring natural 
habitats led her to make a 
recent $250,000 contribution to 
Sycamore for land acquisitions. 
Sycamore utilized Nancy’s gift 
to help acquire two strategically 
important properties along 
Beanblossom Creek, and a critical 
addition to our 267-acre Barclay 
Woods preserve in Orange County.  

She said that she made the 
donation because, “the world 

is in a dreadful condition and 
something needs to be done.  
And one way is to keep land 
as it is and restore what’s 
here so it can go on – as we 
have already lost so much.” 

I asked Nancy what does it mean 
that the land she donated and the 
properties she helped Sycamore 
acquire will provide a safe place 
for animals, trees and flowers? 
She told me, “It makes me feel like 
I have contributed to something 
that will be here forever.” 

Nancy added that “I love 
Sycamore’s educational program! 
So many kids wouldn’t get that 
if not for Sycamore.  We know 
that children benefit from being 
in nature and learning about 
flowers, trees, birds. To experience 
the countryside is totally absent 
in many children’s lives, and it is 
something we can prevent if we 
can continue to provide them with 
the opportunity to be in nature.” 

When asked what she would 
tell others who are thinking 
about ways to support nature in 
southern Indiana, Nancy said, 
“Think more and more about 
it. What contribution are you 
making to the world, to our 
countryside? One thing you can 
do is to donate to Sycamore.”

Nancy standing on land she donated to Sycamore.  
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I am excited to be a part of 
Sycamore Land Trust, and I have 
appreciated the warm welcome 
from everyone over the past few 
months since I joined the team 
as Land Preservation Director. 
My arrival at Sycamore is the 
culmination of over fifteen years of 
work in the environmental realm.

I grew up in northwestern 
Indiana, running over the dunes 
of what is now Indiana Dunes 
National Park. Those enjoyable 
times running over boardwalks, 
jumping through dune grasses, 
and navigating trails crisscrossed 
by the roots of towering oaks 
made me want to become a park 
ranger. I knew not what lay ahead.

After completing a degree in History 
at Indiana University, I spent two 
years in Tanzania with the Peace 
Corps as an environmental and 
agricultural volunteer. Due to the 
interests I acquired while there, I 
began a Master’s program in Forestry 
at Northern Arizona University. I 
studied the effects of thinning and 
burning treatments on old-growth 
ponderosa pine, and, along the 
way, met my spouse, Taylor.

Following that experience, I 
embarked on a series of positions. I 
worked on a farm in Maine, worked 

with professors at universities 
in Afghanistan to develop 
curriculum and opportunities for 
students, climbed trees in Arizona 
and New Mexico for scientific 
purposes, and eventually worked 
with state forestry agencies in 
Kansas and Arizona. Finally, I 
decided to find a new path in 
practicing the law, which brought 
me back to Bloomington.

Wanting to find a way to combine 
my forestry and legal experience, I 
eventually landed here at Sycamore. 
However, it was no accident. 
Sycamore was on my radar very 
early as a place that worked toward 
a mission that I believed in, and 
that could use the skills I had to 
offer to further that mission. My 
purpose in studying the law was 
to engage in work that bridged the 
gap between conservation and 
the law. As a community based 
organization that works closely 
with neighbors, collaborates 
with partners, and implements 
science-based management, 
Sycamore seemed a natural fit. 
I am excited to work with you as 
we embark upon a mission-led 
effort to move Sycamore forward.

You can reach me at  
erickson@sycamorelandtrust.org  
and (812) 336-5382 ext. 106.

BY CHRIS ERICKSON ,  LAND PRESERVATION DIRECTOR

A MISSION THAT I BELIEVE IN
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JUDAH BRIDGE HIKE
Tuesday, December 6th, 10–11am
Amy Weingartner Branigin Peninsula 
Preserve (Monroe County)
Join Jill Vance, Interpretive Naturalist 
for Monroe Lake with the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources, for 
a guided hike to the location where 
the 1884 Judah Covered Bridge once 
spanned Salt Creek before being 
dismantled in 1947. Participants will 
learn about the history of the bridge, 
visit the quarry where they got the stone 
to build the bridge abutments, and 
also discuss the Judah mill that gave 
the bridge its name. Recommended 
for ages 14 and up. Registration 
required by December 4. Learn more at 
sycamorelandtrust.org/events

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 
FOR MEMBERS
Saturday, December 10th, 5–8pm
Clubhouse at The Fields (1333 S 
Fenbrook Lane, Bloomington)
Sycamore members are invited to join 
us for a holiday party to celebrate all 
we have accomplished together this 
year! We’ll have tasty appetizers, drinks 
donated by Upland Brewing Co. and 
Oliver Winery, a free raffle, and good 
company. This event is sponsored by an 
anonymous Sycamore board member in 
honor of our extraordinary volunteers.  
Members will receive a postcard 
invitation in the mail.

SYCAMORE SATURDAYS 
FIRST WEEK HIKE
Saturday, January 7th, 10am–12pm
Laura Hare Nature Preserve at Downey 
Hill (Brown County)
Join Sycamore for a guided nature hike 
at our lovely Laura Hare Nature Preserve 
at Downey Hill in Brown County to 
welcome the New Year. For more details 
and to register visit sycamorelandtrust.
org/events

CONSERVATION CONVERSATION 
WITH RUSSELL BOULDING: 
“GEOLOGY OF SYCAMORE 
NATURE PRESERVES”
Thursday, February 9th, 7–8:30pm
Virtual Zoom lecture
Geologist Russell Boulding will share a 
general overview of the physiography, 
bedrock geology, and, where present, 
the glacial geology of eleven of 
Sycamore’s public preserves in south 
central Indiana. This virtual lecture 
will be followed by a Q&A. Sign up at 
sycamorelandtrust.org/conversations

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  &  V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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Volunteers are invited to help preserve 
native biodiversity and learn new skills at 
Preserve-a-Preserve workdays and Wednesday 
Weed Wrangle invasive removal events. 

For a list of upcoming dates and locations, 
visit sycamorelandtrust.org/events

Eagle Slough  
Nature Preserve 
Mary Welz



There are many ways to show your love of 
nature by supporting Sycamore’s work

Become an annual 
member or a monthly 
sustaining member to 
support conservation 
in southern Indiana. Donate appreciated 

stock, securities, 
your home or 
other property.

Give in honor 
or memory of 
a loved one.

Give a gift 
membership, 
and/or make an 
extra donation.

Sign up for our e-news at 
sycamorealandtrust.org/subscribe.

Volunteer for a 
workday, join us for a 
guided hike, or attend 
a special event.

Give from your company or foundation or 
request a matching gift from your employer.

Donate to name a bench, trail, preserve 
observation deck, or Sycamore 
property for you or a loved one.

Create a conservation 
legacy by adding 
Sycamore as a 
primary or contingent 
beneficiary to your 
will, estate plan, 
IRA, or insurance. 

Spread the word 
about our programs 
and the importance of 
conservation to your 
family and friends.
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Patti Pizzo*
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Nancy Ralston
Lynn David Recker*
Charlotte Reeves*
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David and Suzanne Shaw
James Shearn and Scott Loman
Brent and Linda Sievers
Jim and Beth Silberstein
Lee Sterrenburg
Judy Stewart and Michael Fulton
Paula W. Sunderman
Melinda Swenson and 
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Lisa Townsend
Loretta Vinson
Maria and Paul Viterisi
Carolyn Waldron
Dr. Robert* and Judy 

Decker Wargel*
Bill and Mary Weeks
Larry and Carol Weingartner
Helen Wiesler
Myriam Revel Wood*
Sheryl Woodhouse
Tom Zeller and Mary Kay Rothert
Deborah Zera

Anonymous (11)
Patricia Abplanalp*
Mark Adams and Nicole Swann
Annette Alpert and Darrell Haile
Jan Armstrong
Marian Armstrong*
Mike and Beverly Baker
Martha Barclay-Giel* 
John Bassett and Susan 

Hollis Bassett
Sarah Baumgart and 

Bill Lozowski
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Lynton* K. and Helen* 

W. Caldwell
Lorna Stansifer Clark
Joe Collins
Mike Conway
Sandra and Dennis Davoren
Jim and Bobbi* Diehl
Will and Nancy Ditzler
James Robert (Bob) Dodd*
Barbara E. Dye
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Edward Champa*
Elaine Caldwell Emmi 

and Phil Emmi
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Samuel P. Hays*
William H. Hays, III
Joyce Hendrix
Dawn Hewitt
Stephen Higgs and Alice Reed
Judy Ann Hohl
Bill and LuAnne Holladay

L E G A C Y  C I R C L E

LET YOUR LEGACY SHINE ON FUTURE GENERATIONS

You can help preserve nature and restore 
habitat for future generations.  Consider a 

planned gift to Sycamore Land Trust in your 
will or estate plan and join our Legacy Circle.

*deceased

However you choose to support Sycamore –  
now and in the future – thank you! 

To learn more, visit sycamorelandtrust.org/give 
or contact Ann Connors, Development 
Director, at ann@sycamorelandtrust.org.
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Ayres Foundation

George E. Archer Foundation

Hirt Family Foundation

Lorenz Family Charitable Trust

Sassafras Audubon Society

Sarkes and Mary Tarzian 
Foundation, Inc.

St. John Associates, Inc.

Stars End Inc. dba Tracks

Wylie Foundation

Evansville Audubon Society
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BEANBLOSSOM 
CREEK WILDLIFE 
CAMERA PROJECT
In our Beanblossom Creek 
Conservation Area in Monroe 
County, our motion-triggered 
trail cameras captured over 
12 hours of local wildlife 
footage in 2022. Watch our 
favorite moments in our new 
“Beanblossom Creek Wildlife 
Camera Project” educational 
video, now available at 
sycamorelandtrust.org/wildlife. 


