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ON THE COVER

A wood thrush vocalizing at our Sam Shine Foundation
Preserve. Sycamore installed a Motus Wildlife Tracking
System tower at Shine to track the migration of wood
thrush and other threatened species. Wyatt Downey




when the miles-thick glacial ice
covering most of our state started
to recede. So no big deal, right?
Well, when plants and animals
try to move north this time, there
will be a few obstructions in the
way, such as over four million
miles of roads and eighty-two
million single-family houses
sitting on thirty-two million
acres of manicured lawns with
mowers buzzing over them on

a weekly basis. And that’s just

in the U.S. So unfortunately

yes, itis a very big deal.

A habitat corridor, then, is an
unbroken series of natural lands
that avoid these human-made
obstructions and land uses
hostile to wildlife. Our efforts in
the BCCA seek to create a long
habitat corridor by stitching
together our preserves over
time and creating habitat in

We acquired two new nature
preserves this summer adjacent
to Beanblossom Bottoms Nature

Preserve, expanding the contiguous
protected habitat in the nature
preserve complex to over 900 acres.

A new nature preserve donated by
Bill and Kathleen Oliver next to the
reconstructed Cedar Ford covered
bridge, Monroe county’s only covered
bridge originally built by the Kennedy
Brothers in 1885. John Lawrence

between where there currently
isn’t any. 2024 has already seen
two additions to this corridor.
First, we acquired the 26-acre
John Allen England Nature
Preserve, which connects

our Restle Natural Area, the
Restle Unit of the Muscatatuck
National Wildlife Refuge, and
Beanblossom Bottoms. Shortly
after, we received a generous
61-acre donation from Bill and
Kathleen Oliver located only
about a thousand feet south of
Beanblossom Bottoms and which
connects to a formerly isolated
20-acre parcel we own. Both
properties will now be allowed
to transition from agriculture to
wetland, increasing the size of
this growing habitat corridor.

These are important victories,
but we also have to be clear-
eyed about how dire the long

term situation is. As | write

this, we are in the midst of an
unprecedented June heatwave,
and unprecedented weather has
already become commonplace.
At current projections, warming
is proceeding so rapidly that

a major extinction eventis all
but inevitable in the coming
centuries. But this cannot be

an excuse for apathy. If we do
not change our behavior, the
outcomes will be far worse. On
the contrary, it must be a call
for action. Your support makes
it possible for us to give wildlife
a fighting chance by protecting
the interconnected land that
plants and animals need for
the challenging times ahead.

At the same time, habitat isn’t
something that only exists “out
there;” it needs to be something
right outside of our windows too.
As | mentioned above, we have
over thirty million acres of lawn
in this country: that’s enough to
cover over fifteen Yellowstone
National Parks. Lawns that are
regularly mowed are ecologically
only a small step up from asphalt
or concrete. Now, imagine if

all of those lawns were instead
prime wildlife habitat: it would
be the greatest habitat corridor
of all! Even if you can’t get your

Ayard conversion completed by Land
Preservation Director Daniel Layton to create
native habitat at home. Daniel Layton

neighbors on board to create a
fully fledged habitat corridor,
your yard absolutely can become
a habitat oasis. If you replace all
or a portion of your lawn with
native grasses and wildflowers,
you will be amazed at how
quickly birds and other wildlife
will show up. If you add a simple
shallow wildlife pond, (no need
for afilter if you don’t add fish,
which are bad for other aquatic
pond life anyway) the results will
be even more dramatic. If you
appreciate wildlife, why keep

a boring lawn that you have to
mow every week when you could
have your own wildlife sanctuary?

Being part of the Sycamore Land
Trust community means that

we can pool our small efforts
together to make big changes.
With our many supporters’

help, our staff is empowered to
continue building big habitat
corridors in the Beanblossom
Creek valley and elsewhere.

But don’t forget that if you have
ayard, that’s your own little
nature preserve, and if enough
of us become good stewards to
them, it can
add up to
something
big too!




Sycamore Land Trust’s Hoot
Woods in Owen County protects
one of the very few old-growth
forest stands remaining in
Indiana. This year, Hoot Woods
was dedicated by the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources
as Indiana’s 301st state nature
preserve, recognizing it as one
of the most significant natural
areas in the state. And next year,
Sycamore staff and volunteers
will be assisting for the second
time with a forest research
project that was started in

1965 by Dr. Marion Jackson,

the renowned editor of The
Natural Heritage of Indiana

and expert in Indiana nature.

Indiana’s system of state-
dedicated nature preserves was
created by Indiana’s General
Assembly with the passage

of the 1967 Nature Preserves
Act, which recognized the

importance of special natural
areas and created a mechanism
for the state to give them extra
protection. The legislation
begins with this statement:

As part of the continuing
growth of the population

and the development of the
economy of Indiana, it is
necessary and desirable that
areas of unusual natural
significance be set aside and
preserved for the benefit of
present and future generations
before the areas have been
destroyed. Once the areas
have been destroyed, the areas
cannot be wholly restored.

The act empowered the
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) to dedicate such unusually
significant natural areas as
“nature preserves,” which then
are subject to use restrictions

that protect the preserve’s
special natural qualities. Some
state-dedicated nature preserves
are owned and managed by

the DNR, but many others

are owned and managed by
other units of government or
private land owners, including
nonprofits like Sycamore.

State nature preserve dedication
is voluntary. Sycamore and other
land trusts have often partnered
with the DNR to protect a nature
preserve, with the DNR giving
funding for the land trust to buy
the property in return for state
dedication. However, in the

case of Hoot Woods, the Hoot
family generously donated the
land to Sycamore. Sycamore
then gladly partnered with the
DNR to dedicate the preserve.

In addition to being a prestigious
recognition, dedication facilitates

valuable partnerships with

the DNR’s Division of Nature
Preserves (DNP) and their
expert staff. For example, DNP’s
botanist, Scott Namestnik,

has spent many valuable

hours inventorying plants at
Sycamore’s Canyon Forest
Nature Preserve and Clemens
Place of Clifty Creek Nature
Preserve, both state-dedicated
nature preserves that were
generous donated to Sycamore
by their landowners to be sure
they would be protected.

The first botanical inventory of
Hoot Woods that Sycamore is
aware of was published in 1961
by Robert O. Petty and Alton

A. Lindsey in the Proceedings

of the Indiana Academy of
Science, Volume 71. The authors’
introduction emphasizes the
importance of this natural area:



Few examples now remain of
the presettlement forest on
Indiana. Remnants, however
small, which have been
protected from decimation,
are increasingly difficult to
find outside of the heavily
trampled acreage of our state
parks. When such an area

is discovered it is important
botanically that a detailed
description of it be added to
our scant record of the original
vegetation of

the midwest.

L

The virgin stand
reported in this -
paper is owned

by the heirs of the
late George and
Bertha Hoot. The
authors express
their gratitude to
Anne, Alice and
Robert Hoot for
permission to
conduct this studly.

Speaking of gratitude,
Alice Hoot also
deserves great
thanks for voluntarily
protecting her
family’s property in
1981 by donating

a permanent
conservation
easement to The

Nature Conservancy (TNC).
At the time, she was the sole
owner of the property. She
retained ownership of the land,
while giving an easement to
TNC that prohibited timbering,
building, and other activities
that would negatively impact the
old-growth woods. Notably, Dr.
Jackson signed the conservation
easement as a witness to Ms.
Hoot’s signature. And in 2017,
Ms. Hoot’s heirs generously
donated the property
"™ to Sycamore for
us to care forin
perpetuity. Following
this wonderful
’ gift, Sycamore
.« worked with the
/‘_ DNR to dedicate the
-#  property as a state
nature preserve.

Dr. Jackson’s long-
term research project
at Hoot Woods began
in 1965, which he
described in the
autumn 2005 edition
of the Indiana Plant
and Wildflower
Society (INPAWS)
newsletter:

During the summer

of 1965, my graduate
student Phil Allen, a
native Owen Countian,

Every decade since 1965, each tree in Hoot Woods is
measured to record growth increments. Sycamore
helped complete the sixth census in 2021.

did a full census of all the trees
in approximately 16 acres of
Hoot Woods, then plotted the
nearly 1,500 individual trees

as to their exact location on a
1:33 scale map. This data set
provided the basis for Phil’s
thesis and for re-surveys in
1975, 1985, 1995, and the

2005 inventory completed this
June. Each decade, each tree
is measured to record growth
increments. Also noted are the
deaths of individual trees and
in-growths of saplings. Dr. Mark
Cowell, formerly of ISU [Indiana
State University, where Dr.
Jackson had a 37-year career]
and now at U. Mo. at Columbia,
assisted me in this year’s

field study and will continue
the project into the future.

Unfortunately the 2015 census

was not able to be conducted,

and Dr. Jackson passed away

in 2019. But soon afterwards,

Dr. Cowell and his colleague,

Dr. Kerry Woods, contacted

Sycamore about

continuing this

important

project. COVID
concerns

delayed the

effort until 2021,
when Sycamore
staff, interns,
and volunteers
helped our
colleagues
complete the sixth census of this
amazing remnant of our natural
history. Sycamore will assist with
the seventh census next year, in
2025, to stay on track with the
original 10-year resample design.

In his 2005 INPAWS article,

Dr. Jackson said that “Of the
approximately 50 old-growth
beech-maple dominated
remnants of the original Eastern
Deciduous Forest ecosystem
that my students and | have
researched during more than
40 years, Hoot Woods ranks

as my all-time favorite.”

It’s a great honor that Sycamore
has been entrusted with
caring for one of Indiana’s
most significant natural

areas, and to continue this
important long-term scientific
research. Your support of
Sycamore’s work enables us to
do this critical research, and
to protect and manage special
places like Hoot Woods!
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As the sun slowly peeks over

the horizon, the orange and

pink rays of light illuminate the
wooded hills that surround the
Beanblossom Creek valley at the
Sam Shine Foundation Preserve.
A layer of fog that had formed
over the fields and wetlands is
slowly beginning to lift as the

air warms on this early June
morning. The peaceful scene
brings back fond memories of
vacations spent in the foothills
of the Great Smoky Mountains.
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As | gaze at the rising sun while
listening intently to the birdsong
welcoming the new day, | take a
deep breath of the fresh morning
air and fully immerse myself in
the moment. Looking around

at our crew, | catch a glimpse of
a yawn from one of the interns
which as it often tends to do
causes a chain reaction of yawns
among the group. | try as | might
to resist but alas give into the
reflex as | rub my eyes still trying
to chase away the sleep. For a
night owl like myself, morning
comes early but sleep can wait
foritis a glorious time to

be out in the field. Despite
the early start, spirits are
high and there is much
excitement among our crew
which is a mix of Sycamore
and Indiana Department of
Natural Resources personnel
of varying degrees of
experience. For many in our
A mother wood thrush feeds her

babies at the Sam Shine Foundation
Preserve. Wyatt Downey
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group this will be a first but for
others this is familiar territory. For
me, it is familiar and one of those
full circle kind of moments. One
of those moments that takes you
back to a time in your past that is
now connected to the present.

Today we are in search of perhaps

if you listen closely to the
three-part song, it has many
subtle intricacies from the

soft introductory notes to the
complex trills as the song reaches
its crescendo. This talented
songster can even perform a
“duet” by itself singing two notes
simultaneously. | can just imagine
the ovenbirds with their simple

the most beautiful songster of

our woodlands
and forests, the
wood thrush
(Hylocichla
mustelina).
There are of
course many
beautiful bird
songs but it is
hard to think
of one that is
more beautiful
than the
ethereal “ee-
oh-lay” song
that echoes
through our
woodlands.
Like any
musical
masterpiece,

“Our efforts to tag wood thrush
in Indiana are part of an
international project which
aims to deploy tags on upwards
of 600 wood thrush between
20242025 in breeding states
throughout the “O.S., as well
as six non-breeding countries in
Latin America. Data gathered
will assist managers in targeting
habitat management along
migratory pathways and allow us
to learn which corridors to add

[for management protection.”

—CHRIS FOX, LAND
STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR

and harsh “teacher, teacher,

teacher” song
feeling a bit
embarrassed
and annoyed
by the
overachieving
wood

thrush opus.
Despite its
well-known
song, much

is unknown
about the
migration and
conservation
needs across
the range of
this beautiful
bird. Steep
declines

in the last



50 years has put the wood
thrush on the USFWS’ Birds
of Conservation Concern list.
Indiana forests are important
to this species since nearly
4% of the entire population
nests in our home state.

The Chasing Melody Project

In a first of its kind program
named Chasing Melody, Indiana
Audubon and the Indiana DNR
are partnering with international
partners in the first full scale
tracking project of wood thrushes
from every part of their life-
cycle, including both breeding
and non-breeding ranges.

Our crew this morning is being
led by Allisyn Gillet, State
Ornithologist with Indiana DNR.
After a briefing with Allisyn, we
gather the mist nets, poles, tags
and banding gear as we head
toward the forested hills listening
for that flute-like song where

our summer interns, Lindsey
Levine and Wyatt Downey, had
previously scouted and flagged
a potential wood thrush nest. As
we approach the area, we listen
for that unmistakable song but
the woods are fairly quiet on
this warm morning except for
the constant drone of a red-
eyed vireo and the occasional
call of a distant yellow-billed
cuckoo. Then we spot the nest
and to our surprise a female
wood thrush is sitting on it. We
quickly get to work setting up
the mist nests and preparing
the banding and tagging gear.

Seeing the wood thrush nest
reminds me of one of my

first field research positions
during graduate school where

| was tasked with locating and
monitoring the nests of several
neotropical
migratory
songbirds

to determine if they were
reproductively successful. This
research was led by the late Dr.
Donald Whitehead, a mentor to
me and many budding birders
and researchers alike. One of
our target species was the wood
thrush which quickly became a
favorite of mine not only for its
melodious song but also because
of the understated beauty of

the bird itself. Through my
research experience, | developed
a deep appreciation for the
challenges these birds faced

on their breeding grounds. The
declines we saw then in the 90’s
was alarming and unfortunately
for many birds those numbers
have not improved. In fact,

the outlook has worsened for
many once familiar species. The
warning Rachel Carson gave in
1962 with her groundbreaking
book, Silent Spring, has proved
quite prophetic. Each year, | wait
with great anticipation hoping

that our springs will not be
silent and that our forests will
be filled with the enchanting
song of the wood thrush.

Our objective this morning

is to locate and catch several
wood thrush in order to attach
a miniaturized radio transmitter
which will allow researchers

to track its movement. These
transmitters or tags as they are
often called can weigh as little
as 0.15 gram and can be affixed
to birds, bats, and even insects.
Each tag emits a slightly different
radio signal allowing animals to
be tracked individually by using
a receiver that can be hand held
or stationary on a tower similar
to a TV antenna. After the mist
nests are set we play a wood
thrush call from a device to try
and lure one of the pair into the
nets. Moments later we have our
first wood thrush in hand and
begin the meticulous process of

il
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attaching this small transmitter
to her ever so gently. As | watch
the transmitter harness being
adjusted and fitted to female, |
think about my first experience
attaching transmitters to birds. |
was working for the Smithsonian
Institute and we were stationed
on Cat Island in the Bahamas
studying the Kirtland’s warbler
which was Federally Endangered
at the time. I had used radio
telemetry in the past but this was
the first time | was able to use
radio telemetry on a migratory
bird. To imagine a small bird
flying thousands of miles with

a small electronic device on its
back was hard for me to believe.
As we attached the transmitters
to the birds in the Bahamas |
wondered what threats it would
face on its journey crossing the
over the ocean to the mainland
and then north to Michigan.
What route would it take? Where
would it stop? Will it even make

it? All these questions crossed my
mind as we released these birds.
| distinctly remember looking
out the plane window as | flew
back to the U.S. and wondering
where the birds were and if they
survived their journey. What a
thrill it was to find these same
birds again in Michigan. One of
the highlights of my career has
been getting to hold the same
individual bird on its wintering
ground in the Bahamas and on
the breeding ground in Michigan.
And this was made possible by
the advances in science and
equipment like the tags and
Motus network. In fact, the
Kirtland’s warblers we tagged
were detected in Florida and
Georgia on their journey north
and that helped to piece together
their migration route. We were
able to detect these birds due

to the increasing number of
Motus towers being built.

.
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The Motus Wildlife
Tracking System

The word motus comes from
Latin. Translated, it means
motion, but can also mean
progress or change. The

name is appropriate since this
company uses technology that
is changing the way we track
animal movement. The Motus
Wildlife Tracking System is an
international collaborative
network of researchers that use
automated radio telemetry to
simultaneously track hundreds of
individuals of numerous species
of birds, bats, and even insects.
The system enables a community
of researchers, educators,
organizations, and citizens to
undertake impactful research
and education on the ecology
and conservation of migratory
animals. When compared to
other technologies, automated
radio telemetry currently

|

tem radio
dundation
ithe wood
Chris Fox

allows researchers to track the
smallest animals possible, with
high temporal and geographic
precision, over great distances.
Earlier this year, Sycamore and
the Indiana DNR along with help
from generous donors, interns
and volunteers installed a new
Motus tower at our Sam Shine
Foundation Preserve. This new
station is part of a network of
towers throughout not only
Indiana but the world. Currently,
there are 1,904 Motus wildlife
tracking systems operating in 34
countries. So far, 358 species and
over 44,000 individuals have been
tracked using this technology. In
the Hoosier state, we currently
have 20 towers installed and
have over 150 unique individuals
detected representing at least

10 different species. One of the
longest running tagged birds
that was detected by a tower in
Indiana belongs to a common
nighthawk that was originally

15
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tagged in Montana on July 14,
2021 and detected 785 days (2.15
years) later by the Hovey Lake
tower on September 7, 2023
before heading south to Panama.

Our efforts to tag wood thrush

in Indiana are actually part of

an international project which
aims to deploy tags on upwards
of 600 wood thrush between
2024-2025 in breeding states
throughout the U.S., as well as
six non-breeding countries in
Latin America (Mexico, Belize,
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua,
and Costa Rica). Data gathered
will assist managers in targeting
habitat management along
migratory pathways and allow
us to learn which corridors to
add for management protection.
The information gathered will
provide clearer ties from breeding
to non-breeding grounds

which allows for strengthened
partnerships between North
American and Latin American
conservation partners.

In 2019, ornithologists across
North America, led by Ken
Rosenberg, wrote a landmark
article that was published in the
journal Science that quantified
the net loss of 2.9 billion birds,

or 29 percent, in North America
since 1970. For many species, the
causes of the population declines
are unclear. Habitat removal

and landscape-level changes
have been substantial in the last
50 years. Additionally, habitat
loss and land-use changes are
occurring on stopover sites during
migration and on wintering
grounds. Threats like outdoor and
feral cats, window collisions, and
pesticides continue to increase at
a pace that birds cannot match.
For many species, there is much
we still don’t know, like migration
timing, routes, and departure
dates. We know much less about
species survival on wintering
grounds or during migration,
which could be affecting
populations of migratory birds
significantly. Using Motus to track
birds locally to assess survival

or long-distance migration can
help to fill these knowledge

gaps. Taken as a whole, this data
can inform us more about what
conservation actions need to
occur and at which stages of a
bird’s annual cycle. Full annual
cycle conservation means
working to protect migratory
birds throughout their annual
cycle, which includes four general
phases: breeding, spring and fall
migrations, and nonbreeding/
wintering. Many of us in the U.S.
likely see the birds who breed
here as “our” birds, but about
half of all birds in North America
migrate to the tropics for up to
eight months of the year. We are

simply hosting them for a few
months while they benefit from
seasonal abundance of resources
like insects and breeding

habitat. Because these birds are
beyond our borders for most

of the year and face different
threats to their survival during
migration or on their wintering
grounds, conservation agencies
and organizations across the
hemisphere must be strategic
about partnerships and projects
that will help fill knowledge gaps
on our shared and often declining
migratory bird populations.

As we release the female we
have appropriately named
Melody, | can’t help but wonder
what her future holds. What
migratory path will she take?
What will she face on her
journey? Will she encounter
obstacles or storms? Will she
stay on course and make it to
her destination? Will she return
back to this place next year?
Thanks to this new technology
we might just be able to answer
some of those questions. The
information gathered over the
next few years could help fill

in the informational gaps and

provide a better understanding
of the conservation needs of this
iconic species of our forests. As |
watch Melody fly off to a nearby
sycamore tree, it dawns on me
that maybe our life’s journey is
a bit like a bird’s journey. Full

of starts and stops, detours and
times we face obstacles and
storms. Even sometimes possibly
being blown off course. But, like
our fine feathered friends, we
persevere. Driven by a desire

to survive and thrive. Always
adapting and improvising to
overcome what we face. Maybe
the unknown of what our

wood thrush might face on her
journey and the unknown we
might face shouldn’t frighten

us so. Maybe part of the beauty
of this bird and life in general
lies in that unknown. %
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TEMPLETON
ELEMENTARY
STUDENTS
PLANT

20 TREES

10

RESTORE
NATIVE
HABITAT

BY KATE HAMMEL,
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

On Arbor Day, the proud
members of Templeton
Elementary School’s Garden
Club gave the camera a big
thumbs up as they finished
planting three more native trees
on their campus, bringing the
total number of trees planted by
students to 20 in just two years.

In 2022, three large Callery pear
trees were removed from the
school to prevent the spread of
this harmful invasive species
into surrounding natural areas,
and provide a positive learning
opportunity for students.

Since then, over 240 students
have helped to plant a total of
20 native trees and shrubs to
replace the removed Callery
pears, learning about the
importance of protecting native
biodiversity in their community.

Sycamore’s Environmental
Education program in partnership
with CanopyBloomington

invited students to participate

in three work days to plant
beneficial native species at

their school, including white

oak (Quercus alba), red oak
(Quercus rubra), American elm
(Ulmus americana), Kentucky
coffeetree (Gymnocladus dioicus),
American hornbeam (Carpinus
caroliniana), yellowwood

(Cladrastis kentukea), Allegheny
serviceberry (Amelanchier
laevis), black chokeberry (Aronia
melanocarpa), eastern redbud
(Cercis canadensis), and eastern
red cedar (Juniperus virginiana).
The plantings were funded by
the Community Foundation of
Bloomington and Monroe County
through CanopyBloomington,
the George E. Archer Foundation,
and a generous anonymous
donor. Bluestone Tree

provided planting support.

This summer,

the remaining NS ,
four Callery . @ ;
pear trees at ‘&TMC IRIS §
Templeton "o, o

were removed
thanks to a generous grant from
Monroe County-ldentify and
Remove Invasive Species (MC-
IRIS). This school year, students
will celebrate by planting two
more native trees in their place.

After this project is complete,
signage for a Native Plant Walk
will be funded by Sycamore
Land Trust to commemorate
these remarkable achievements.
Thank you Templeton students
for caring about nature and
helping to create important
native habitat at your school!
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Shine Foundation Preserve Wetlands
. March 2024

It has been an exciting first year in our new wetlands. Last

October, Sycamore completed the construction of over 60

acres of restored wetland habitat at the Sam Shine Foundation
Preserve in Monroe County and the adjacent Fix-Stoelting Preserve.
This new wetland habitat is already full of life - including more than 14
great egrets, a species of Special Concern, spotted in August!

This magnificent green heron was
captured on camera in the new
wetlands in June by Sycamore
intern Wyatt Downey.

Juvenile little blue herons, including
these two spotted surrounded by
larger great egrets, start out white
before turning blue. John Lawrence

Sycamore volunteers
helped to plant over
2,850 native plant plugs
in the new wetlands this
year, grown from local
seed in our Native Plant
Nursery. Chris Fox

et el o
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This young barred owl was one of
two siblings released at Sam Shine
Foundation Preserve in July by
Raptor Rise Rehabilitation Center

in Bedford, a licensed professional
rehab center. Rick Nicholson

Please contact Sycamore for permission prior

to releasing animals on our preserves to
protect these sensitive natural areas.

Sycamore staff teamed up with the
Indiana DNR with funding from the
Indianapolis Zoological Society,
Inc. to use coverboards to study
reptiles and amphibians in the new
wetlands, like the state endangered
Kirtland’s snake. Anne Kibbler

These otter tracks were spotted

in the fresh dirt around the new
wetlands during an Indiana DNR staff
training to identify mammal tracks.
After disappearing from Indiana
waterways, otter populations are
beginning to rebound thanks to
conservation efforts. David Wiles

We also placed woody debris in
the new ponds to create habitat
for amphibians and reptiles.
These wood frog egg masses were
spotted a few weeks later in the
branches we added. By spring, a
resounding frog chorus filled the
new wetlands. Chris Fox




New Staff Members

MEET BEN SEBASTIAN,

Land Steward

My career in ecology began when
| worked for an Indiana University
Greenhouse lab as | completed
my undergraduate degree in
Biology. After college, | began
working in biotechnology and
healthcare related fields, which
prompted my return to school. |
completed the MPA-MSES dual-
masters program at IU O’Neill

in 2022 with a concentration in
Ecology and Conservation. While

MEET CHRISTINA MARSHALL,

Membership Coordinator

Ever since | was a small child,
I’'ve always had a passion for
the outdoors. An avid hiker,
I’ve explored many of Indiana’s
beautiful nature preserves and

in grad school, | was selected for
the McKinney Climate Fellow’s

Program who paired me with
Sycamore Land Trust for a

summer internship which led to

working as the Assistant Land
Steward. | joined the full-time
staff to continue to study and
restore Indiana’s cherished

habitats as we work towards a

modern ecological balance.

recognize
that these
natural habitats and wildlife
must be protected and cared
for at all costs. My love for the

As a little girl growing up in the
rolling hills of Madison, Indiana,
nature was where | felt most at
home. As | grew older, | knew

I’d spend my life protecting and
caring for the land that raised me.
After graduating from Indiana
University with a degree in
Outdoor Recreation, Parks, and
Human Ecology, | spent a few
years providing fire, trails, and
EMS services to the National Park
Service and Forest Service in
Oregon, Montana, and Wyoming.
I also worked with children

with learning disabilities at an
adventure-based boarding school

wilderness of Southern Indiana
led me to study non-profit
financial management at Indiana
University’s O’Neill School of
Public and Environmental Affairs,
where | first researched the
significant work accomplished
by Sycamore Land Trust. And
now, as a member of Sycamore

in North Carolina. | transitioned
to working for Eco Logic, LLC in
Bloomington, IN and provided
restoration, native landscaping,
and green infrastructure services.
In 2022, | moved to Indianapolis
to open and operate the first
satellite branch of Eco Logic,

LLC. And now as the Education
Director, | want to connect you

to nature through curiosity, play,
and meaningful conversation
that creates a lifelong connection
to nature. In my free time,

| enjoy knitting, ceramics,

hiking, and hanging with my

two cats, Girly and Bernie.

Land Trust, | am pleased to be
involved in the continuation of
the mission to protect native
Indiana wildlife and educate
younger generations. Along with
my work for the organization,

I enjoy hiking with my family,
gardening, and reading.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

PRESERVE-A-PRESERVE

WEED WRANGLE SERIES
Tuesday, August 6, 10am-1pm
Friday, August 16, 10am-1pm

Touch the Earth Natural Area
(Bartholomew County)

Wander along the northern loop trail
identifying native prairie and woodland
plants. Then help preserve their future
by removing invasive woody species!

BUTTERFLIES AND BLOSSOMS
STROLL WITH DOUG JOHNSON
Saturday, August 10, 11am-1pm
Touch the Earth Natural Area
(Bartholomew County)

Immerse yourself in the splendor of our
prairie as you meander through fields of
colorful wildflowers, exploring the diverse
butterflies that call this habitat home and
the intricate relationships between these
winged wonders and the native plants
they rely on. Doug Johnson has studied
native plants for over five decades and
butterflies for more than two decades.

PRESERVE-A-PRESERVE
WEED WRANGLE SERIES
Tuesday, September 3, 10am-noon
Friday, September 20, 10am-noon
Beanblossom Bottoms Nature
Preserve (Monroe County)

Enjoy this thriving wetland and

work to preserve its beauty through
invasive plant management!

SCIENCE GUIDED STEWARDSHIP
Thursday, September 12, 2-4pm

Amy Weingartner Branigin Peninsula
Preserve (Monroe County)

Join Chris Fox, Land Stewardship Director,
to discover how restoration efforts rooted
in science can have major impacts on the
plant and wildlife communities of Monroe
Lake! See how invasive plant management
has allowed our native flora to thrive, and
engage in meaningful conversations about
our eastern box turtle tracking, rough
green snake surveys, and native plantings
that support specific habitat needs.

RESTORED PRAIRIE EXPLORATION
Saturday, September 14, 10am-noon
Touch the Earth Natural Area
(Bartholomew County)

Do you wonder why the prairie is alive
with purple and yellow in the fall? Or
how restoration efforts keep invasives

at bay? Join Education Director Saige
Sentell in marveling at the wonders

of this restored prairie, identifying the
plants that provide critical pollinator and
wildlife habitat to Bartholomew County.

FRIENDSHIP EXPEDITION:
DISCOVERING NEW

TRAILS TOGETHER

Saturday, September 21, 2-4pm

Amy Weingartner Branigin Peninsula
Preserve (Monroe County)

Join us for a guided hike where the main
goal is to foster new friendships amidst

the beauty of nature. As we explore this
scenic preserve together, we’ll share stories,
laughter, and the joy of discovery. Connect
with fellow nature enthusiasts, learn about
the unique flora and fauna that call this
preserve home, and create lasting memories
on this outdoor adventure! Attendees are
encouraged to come alone and engage with
new friends in a safe and fun environment!

Join us for a hike, workday, or special event! Registration is required for hikes and workdays at
sycamorelandtrust.org/events. Hikes are free for Sycamore members. The suggested donation for non-
members is $5/person and $10/family. Educational volunteer workdays are always free.

PRESERVE-A-PRESERVE
WEED WRANGLE SERIES
Tuesday, October 1, 10am-1pm
Friday, October 18, 10am-1pm
Canyon Forest Nature Preserve
(Greene County)

Volunteers will venture into the
mature forest on a guided hike and
then work together to control woody
invasives within the preserve!

LITTLE HIKERS:

STORYTIME AND HIKE
Wednesday, October 9, 9-10:30am
Touch the Earth Natural Area
(Bartholomew County)

What’s this red leaf? What are all these
seeds on the ground? What is that beautiful
flower? Bring your little hikers for an
engaging story time reading of “Red Leaf,
Yellow Leaf” by Lois Ehlert followed by

a half hour hike where we’ll investigate
the colors of nature to gain a better
understanding of what takes place in the
forest during the fall. All ages welcome.

OCTOBER BIG DAY WITH
INDIANA AUDUBON

Saturday, October 12, 8-10am
Touch the Earth Natural Area
(Bartholomew County)

Join expert naturalist Cathy Meyer for a
morning of birding, citizen science, and
discovery hosted by Indiana Audubon
and the Indiana Land Protection Alliance.
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology created
October Big Day, which challenges
birders to find as many bird species as
they canin 24 hours. This global bird-
counting and data-collection initiative
sheds light on bird migration and
encourages the public to appreciate
both resident and migratory species.

SYCAMORE LAND TRUST
ANNUAL CELEBRATION
Saturday, October 12, 5:30-9pm
Woolery Mill, 2250 W Sunstone Dr,
Bloomington

Featuring a keynote address by State
Herpetologist Nate Engbrecht, a virtual
tour of our habitat restoration projects
with Land Stewardship Director Chris
Fox, music by Joyce Jordan Cassal, and
plated dinner by One World. A reception
and curated silent auction will begin at
5:30pm. Tickets are $85 per person, $600
to host a table of eight. Learn more at
sycamorelandtrust.org/annual-celebration.

BEGINNER BIRDING

WITH BEN FLEET

Saturday, October 19, 8-10am
Beanblossom Bottoms Nature
Preserve (Monroe County)

Are you interested in birding, but don’t
know where to start? Join Ben Fleet,

a restoration ecologist with Eco Logic
LLC, to learn how to use binoculars
and identify birds by sight and sound.
With his keen observations and excited
nature, you’ll be hooked on birding for
life! Meander the trails and identify birds
as they fly south during fall migration!

WINGED WONDERS: A BAT

BOX BUILDING WORKSHOP
Saturday, October 26, 10am-noon
Cedar Crest, 4898 E Heritage

Woods Road, Bloomington

Join Bailey Swan, local carpenter and
business owner, in an enchanting
exploration of the nocturnal world and
discover the vital role of bats as pollinators!
This is a hands-on event where you’ll learn
about the remarkable relationship between
bats and plants, and how these winged
creatures contribute to the health of our
ecosystems. Learn how to construct bat
boxes, which provide safe havens for these
valuable pollinators in your own backyard.



SYCAMORE LAND TRUST'S

Annual Celebration

efferson salama
Earth Na

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024 | 5:30-9PM
WOOLERY MILL IN BLOOMINGTON

Join us to celebrate all we’ve accomplished together this year!
Featuring a keynote address by State Herpetologist Nate Engbrecht, a
virtual tour of our habitat restoration projects with Land Stewardship
Director Chris Fox, music by Joyce Jordan Cassal, and plated dinner
by One World, and drinks donated by Upland Brewing Co. and

Oliver Winery. A reception and curated silent auction will begin at
5:30pm. Tickets are $85 per person, $600 to host a table of eight.

For ticket and sponsorship questions, contact Amy Osajima
at amy@sycamorelandtrust.org or 812-336-5382 ext. 104
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Thursday, Nov. 7 7pm Eastern

Join Sycamore Land Trust and Citizens’
Climate Lobby Indiana to discuss

how eastern forest ecosystems serve
as important carbon sinks that can
help mitigate rapid climate change.

Dr. Richard Phillips, Professor of Biology
at Indiana University, Bloomington,
Director of the Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology Graduate Program, and Science
Director at IU Research and Teaching
Preserve, will explore above- and below-
ground processes in forests and how they
contribute to the land sink for carbon.

Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots advocacy climate change
organization focused on national policies to address the nationaland global climate crisis. In
Indiana there are 12 CCL chapters working in every C'ongrgssional district to build the political
will for federal action on climate change. We do this through.grassroots outreach, media

work, meetings with community leadersiin business, government, and faith communities,

and by persistently, lobbying Congress for meaningful action on climate change.




BY AMY OSAJIMA, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
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In philanthropy circles, the
term “transformational”

is often synonymous with
“large”. But there is more to a
transformational gift than the
number of zeros. A gift that
has the power to transform
an organization begins with
a relationship, such as the
unique partnership that
Sycamore has with donor
Darlene Gerster. Darlene has
her finger on the pulse of this
growing organization, and
she has a gift for stepping

in just at the right time.

Many Sycamore members
first met Darlene in the 2022
Summer issue of the Twig,
which you may revisit in the
Twig online archive. Darlene
joined as a member in 2000
after learning about Sycamore
from friends Mary Kay Rothert
and Tom Zeller, who helped

found the organization in 1990.

She supported Sycamore
Land Trust as a member for
the next eight years, but like
a butterfly in a membership
chrysalis, she was about to

emerge as something truly
extraordinary. In 2008, after her
husband Jerry passed, Darlene
donated her Bloomington home
to Sycamore to sell and use

the proceeds to support our
mission. But her philanthropic
vision did not end there.

Recognizing that every
acquisition of land that

we celebrate means more
responsibility for our Stewardship
team, over the last seven

years, Darlene has contributed
$500,000 to grow and support
this critical resource.

“Darlene’s gifts are directly
responsible for growing the
stewardship program from the
ground up. | am personally
grateful for Darlene’s generosity
because it funded my role as

the first full time land steward.
Darlene has continued to grow
stewardship over the years and
her gifts have increased our
capacity through the hiring of
additional land stewards (full-
time, part-time and interns) and
purchasing needed equipment. We
are able to do more stewardship

and restoration on our land than
ever before, as well as mentor
the next generation of stewards.
We absolutely couldn’t do the
things we do without Darlene’s
generous support! - Chris Fox,
Land Stewardship Director

Donors like Darlene Gerster are
valuable partners whose vision
can propel an organization
forward, supporting work in
good times and bad. They

are well-informed regarding
the needs of the organization
and can recognize, with
impeccable timing, where
they can make a difference.

“Visionary gifts like Darlene’s have
been vital to the amazing growth
of Sycamore’s conservation and
education efforts throughout

our 34-year history. Since |

There are many

started part-time with Sycamore
in 2006, we have more than
tripled the acreage we care

for, we are doing more habitat
restoration and research per acre
than ever, and our education
program will soon be opening a
new wetland education center.
Sycamore’s work has been greatly
accelerated by these exceptional
gifts that support big leaps. At
the same time, our work and
long-term sustainability also
depend on the ongoing support
of all our members. Thanks to
everyone for helping!” - John
Lawrence, Executive Director

We’ll give Darlene the last word.
“If you have a buck, $20, $200,
$2,000 or whatever it is, Sycamore
will be here only if it has continued
support from all of us.” - Darlene

Sign up for our e-news at
sycamorealandtrust.org/subscribe.

Become an annual
ways to _,-bow.your member or a monthly
sustaining member to
love Of‘ nature support conservation
b su 01’1'1'72 in southern Indiana.
y supporting
Sycamore’s work

However you choose to
support Sycamore - now and
in the future - thank you!

To learn more, visit
sycamorelandtrust.org/give
or contact Amy 0sajima,
Development Director,

at 812-336-5382 ext. 104 or
amy@sycamorelandtrust.org.

Spread the word
about our programs
and the importance of
conservation to your
family and friends.

Donate appreciated
stock, securities,
your home or
other property.

Give in honor
or memory of
aloved one.

Give from your company or foundation or
request a matching gift from your employer.

Give a gift
membership,
and/or make an
extra donation.

Create a conservation
legacy by adding
Sycamore asa
primary or contingent
beneficiary to your
will, estate plan,

IRA, or insurance.

Volunteer fora
workday, join us for a
guided hike, or attend
aspecial event.

Donate to name a bench, trail, preserve
observation deck, or Sycamore
property for you or a loved one.
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